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View From the Editor’s Desk
OK some house-keeping…
You may notice that this month’s Event Horizon is on the short
side. Unfortunately it seems that the contributions have started to
dry up. So I thought now would be a good time to remind people
- I’m going to pinch a quote from Abraham Lincoln here - Event
Horizon is “for the people, by the people”. Therefore, if you have
anything of interest please contribute!
Thanks to Julie and Noeleen who have provided the Librarian’s
Report and some Astrophotos respectively. I’ve included some
photos I took - the front cover is one of them - during a couple of
days my family spent at Broadbeach. Although not astrophotos in
the true sense of the term they are pictures of our nearest star so,
as they say, close enough!
Enjoy!

Mario
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Dear Members and Friends
I hope you’ve been able to
get some observing in this
month; Saturn is now at
prime viewing with its rings
fully open for you all to
enjoy. It was a shame yet
again that the weather let us
down at the last meeting for
a Saturn viewing night…I’m
not game to say lets try again
this Saturday night, because
the forecast is for a cloudy sky. But if you see that it’s
going to clear, than please bring along your telescopes.
My cruise to Western Australia was not much better
weather wise, cloudy, very rough seas and very
cold…most unexpected. But the day we visited Broome
was just beautiful, I got to see a phenomena called
Staircase to the Moon which was very moody with a
musician playing a didgeridoo as the Moon rose up from
Broome's Roebuck Bay. (I’ll show some images at the
meeting on Saturday)
A very special ‘Thank You’ to Dylan O’Donnell who
presented the PixInsight workshop last Saturday night.
This is a very complicated program to use, but Dylan
explained it wonderfully in a way that will help many of
us get our heads around it. Now it’s up to us to try and
work it out, don’t forget Dylan has offered to help you if
you get stuck :-)
A reminder for this year QLD Astrofest being held at the
Lions Camp Duckadang at Linville. The event starts on
Friday the 29th July and goes to Sunday morning the 7th of
August. Please go to the QLD Astrofest website to book
in and see all the activities and speakers during the event:
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au

cut off time will be after the 20th of August meeting. Shirts
will be $30 each or $35 if we don’t get the required amount
for the bulk order. Just a $20 deposit confirms your order and
you can pay at the meeting or online at: http://sas.org.au/30thanniversary-sas-shirts/
New management committee for 2016/2017: Please find
attached the nomination forms for our new committee for the
coming year. All position are open and it would be wonderful
if we could have some new members join the committee. There
is not a lot of work to do, but you have a say in what’s done
in the workings of our club…so please consider joining us or
nominating somebody who you think would enjoy bringing
new ideas to our club.
Helpers Needed for School field night Thursday the 18th
August 2016: If you could spare a couple of hours to show
the students of Varsity College through your telescope that
would be very much appreciated. Viewing will start at 6.30pm
on the oval. Please find the address and college website below
that has a Google map to the school. Could you also please
ring or text me on 0407 126452 if you can help…thank you.
Varsity College at 198 Varsity Pde | Varsity Lakes QLD
Australia 4227
https://varsitycollege.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Contactus/Pages/C
ontactus.aspx
Our next meeting is this Saturday night (16th July) if after our
presentations it’s a clear sky then we’ll go outside and observe
Saturn. If not, then we’ll be holding an ordinary meeting so
please bring along your observations and images, looking
forward to seeing you all on Saturday night :-)

Noeleen Lowndes

Our clubs 30th Anniversary polo shirts: You only have
two more meetings to order your new club shirts. We want
to have them ready for our AGM on the 17th September so

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 16 July 2016

@

7:30pm

Saturday, 20 August 2016

@

7:30pm

Saturday, 17 September 2016

@

7:30pm - AGM
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Notes from the SAS Library

- by

Julie Lancaster

(Librarian - Lyn Ahern)
To make life a little easier, here’s the link to the Library List on the SAS website: SAS Library List . You may find
something of interest. Members may borrow books for up to 2 months. If an extension is required, please see Lyn Ahern,
SAS Librarian or any of the committee members.

Book Reviews:
Telescope Optics

By Harrie Rutten and Martin van Venrooij and published 2002

Human Vision and the Night Sky : How to Improve Your Observing Skills By Michael Borgia and published in 2006
The Blurb: This book brings the challenge and fun back to a hobby that goes stale far too quickly for
many budding amateur astronomers. The book begins with teaching astronomers to use their most
important astronomy tool, their eyes. It discusses how to select the right telescope, and subsequent
chapters take the readers on a tour of the solar system as they have never viewed it before...through
their own eyes. Each chapter includes a series of observing challenges that will entertain and push the reader to
continually higher levels of achievement.
***** The SAS Facebook group page continues to grow. At last count, we had 250+ people now enjoying the
page. It goes to show the interest in astronomy is alive and well! *****
It’s great to see people posting their amazing discoveries, astrophotos and comments to the page. You’ll find upcoming
events, items of interest and information on astronomy related tours. Join the page and share your ideas and wonderful
astrophotography. So come on over and check us out. You might be surprised at what you find.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11624628300/ For those already on Facebook, the page is easy to find, just
follow the link or click the Facebook symbol on the website. In order to join the page which enables posting items
on the page, etc., people need to request to join. Once your request has been accepted, you are on your way.
Happy reading!
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In the News…
New Orion image hints at a wealth of Earth-sized
planets awaiting discovery
Stars and planets form in clouds of dust and gas called nebulae. One of the nearest is the Orion Nebula.
This new image has been taken at infrared wavelengths and sees more deeply into the nebula than
ever before. Peering through the veils of dust and gas, it reveals not just stars but many more planetary
mass objects than expected.
Lead scientist Holger Drass, Astronomisches Institut, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany, says, “Our
result feels to me like a glimpse into a new era of planet and star formation science.” There are so

The European Southern Observatory’s latest image of the Orion Nebula reveals more planet-sized celestial object than expected, and makes
finding Earth-sized worlds more likely. Photograph: H. Drass/AFP/Getty Images

many planet-sized objects revealed in the details of this image that he goes on to say that it gives him
hope that the next generation of ground-based telescopes “will discover a wealth of smaller Earth-sized
planets”.
The search for planets like the Earth is a current focus for astronomers. Although more than 3400
planets are known to exist beyond our solar system, none are so similar to Earth that they can be called
Earth’s twin. The planets found in this image are unlikely to be habitable because they do not orbit
stars. Instead they are floating freely in space. They could have been pulled out of their home solar
systems by the great gravitational forces at work in Orion, or they could have formed in isolation as
the great nebula collapsed into the stars.
The collapse of a nebula into stars is similar to smashing a plate on the floor. There will be a small
number of large pieces and a large number of small pieces. In Orion, there are a few large stars and
– we now know from this image – a huge number of small, planet-size objects. The name ‘planetars’
was once suggested for these celestial objects because they are the size of planets yet they follow
orbits around the Galaxy like stars. The name didn’t catch on and astronomers now refer to them as
free floating planets.
Also revealed in this image are a large number of objects larger that planets but smaller than stars.
These are rather like larger versions of the gas planet Jupiter in our own solar system, but again they
floating freely in space. Astronomers think of them as failed stars and call them brown dwarfs. This
image was taken by the HAWK-I infrared instrument on the European Southern Observatory’s Very
Large Telescope.
https://www.theguardian.com/science/across-the-universe/2016/jul/12/new-orion-image-hints-at-a-wealth-of-earth-sized-planets-awaitingdiscovery?CMP=share_btn_link
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Southern Astronomical Society Inc

ELECTION OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 2016-2017
In accordance with chapter 8 of the constitution of the Southern Astronomical
Society Inc. I hereby notify all members of the pending election of management
committee.
Members seeking a position on the management committee are required to complete
the attached form and return it to the general secretary no less than 60 days before the
Annual General Meeting
Signed…………………………...
General Secretary

NOMINATION FORM
Mr
Mrs……………………………..is hereby nominated for the position of
……………………………...of the Southern Astronomical Society Inc
Proposer………………………..
Seconder……………………….
Nominee……………………….

Dated…………..
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Members’ Astrophotos
Our Nearest Star at Broadbeach
Mario Vecchi

Mars, Jupiter & Saturn to Scale in Size
Noeleen Lowndes

The planets Mars, Jupiter and Saturn all taken on the evening of the 8th June 2016, images taken with a Meade
10inch LX200 telescope and my new ZWO ASI 120 MC-S colour CCD camera with a 2x Barlow attached. AVI movie
files were captured and then processed in RegiStax6 and PS CS4.

Society Information
Committee Meeting 6:00pm General Meeting 7.30pm
GOLD COAST SPACE FLIGHT ACADEMY
The Strawberry Farm Rooms - 1 Pimpama-Jacobs Well Road, Pimpama (M1 Exit 49)
PRESIDENT - NOELEEN LOWNDES Ph 0407 126 452 MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376
Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc, PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy email so others cannot see your email address - if you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may contain
images of or may identify members/friends attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astroquiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and Leyburn Astrocamps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer this not to happen, please
advise the Society in writing. If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution, please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and on the SAS Web Site are presented in
good faith as the original work of the person submitting them. The SAS and its members accept no responsibility or liability whatsoever if the person submitting them has used another person’s property without their permission or consent.
Articles submitted by contributors are the copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise their own technical and/or other information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton.
Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend and introducing
yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie.
By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
$5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
2016 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 5th - 7th August
LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
ACCOMMODATION BYO tent, caravan OR
CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on 07 46950155
WEATHER very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
POWER BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
DRINKING WATER BYO
LOO YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
SHOP 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc & local hotel with great value meals.
Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely
DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES / dip lights at the gate to main observing field - you will be greeted & guided to a park
CAUTIONS heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. So please take care in and around the toilet and
under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear!
Also, gets very cold in winter (down to minus -6) so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
The Gold Coast Space Flight Academy
The Strawberry Farm Rooms
1 Pimpama-Jacobs Well Rd
Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)

Noeleen Lowndes (President)
Mobile: 0407 126452
E-mail: ziggy002@bigpond.com
For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa
Mobile: 0421 866 376

Web site at http://sas.org.au

Meeting Dates 2016

Meeting Dates 2016
JANUARY
Friday to Sun 8th – 10th January Leyburn
Saturday 23rd Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 23rd General Meeting 7.30pm

JULY
Friday to Sunday 1st – 3rd July Leyburn
Saturday 16th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 16th General Meeting 7.30pm
(QLD Astrofest 29th – 7th August)

FEBRUARY
Friday to Sun 5th – 7th February Leyburn
Saturday 20th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 20th General Meeting 7.30pm

AUGUST
Friday to Sun 5th – 7th August Leyburn
Saturday 20th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 20th General Meeting 7.30pm

MARCH
Friday to Sun 11th – 13th March Leyburn
Saturday 19th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 19th General Meeting 7.30pm
(Easter 25th to 28th March)

SEPTEMBER (AGM)
Friday to Sun 2nd – 4th Sept Leyburn
Saturday 17th AGM 7.30pm
30th Anniversary Celebration
(Venue to be confirmed)
Friday to Sun 30th – 2nd October Leyburn

APRIL
Friday to Sun 8th – 10th April Leyburn
Saturday 16th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 16th General Meeting 7.30pm

OCTOBER
Saturday 8th InOMN 2016 (Moon Night)
Saturday 15th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 15th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 28th – 31st Leyburn

MAY
Friday to Sunday 6th – 8th May Leyburn
Saturday 21st Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 21st General Meeting 7.30pm Combined
Societies Meeting (To be confirmed)

NOVEMBER
Saturday 12th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 12th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sunday 25th – 27th Leyburn

JUNE
Friday to Sunday 3rd – 5th June Leyburn
Saturday 18th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 18th General Meeting 7.30pm

DECEMBER (SAS Xmas Party)
Saturday 10th Christmas Meeting 6.30pm
Friday to Sunday 30th – 1st Jan 2017 Leyburn
*Leyburn* denotes New Moon observing weekend
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