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THIS MONTH
In the News - Juno’s Jupiter
Combined Societies Meeting
David Malin Award - Noeleen Lowndes
Live-Stream Link to the Great American Eclipse
SAS Facebook Group - Milky Way and Lagoon Nebula
Members’ Gallery
Star Maps for August

Jupiter’s Bands of Clouds
- June 23, 2017 created by citizen scientists Gerald
Eichstädt and Seán Doran using data
from the JunoCam imager on NASA’s
Juno spacecraft.
www.missionjuno.swri.edu/junocam

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Welcome to the August edition of Event Horizon. Wonderful weather for astrophotography.
In the News: ‘NASA's Juno Spacecraft Completes Flyby over Jupiter’s Great Red Spot’ - featurig
images from Juno’s flybys and citizen science.
The Great American Eclipse: Details about the solar eclipse and the link to the Live -Streaming Video
SAS Facebook Group page: Yuri Beletsky Nightscapes and Kiale Ritchie’s Lagoon Nebula
SAS Library page: New books will be reviewed as they are acquired. All the library books available for
loan are now on the SAS website and are hyperlink to the library list. Simply click on the book title to take
you to the book review. Go to the Library link to view the books.
AstroFest: - details and registration go to http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Members Gallery: Includes image contributions from members: Jenny Robinson, Brian Holbrook, Klaus
Schlussler, Ray Suckling & Steve Craft, Dylan O’Donnell, Mike Geisel and Noeleen Lowndes.
StarFest: Open Day is on Saturday 30 Sept 2017, Science in the Pub - Friday 29 Sept.
Check the link for more details: StarFest
Sky Maps: Sky Maps give details on what’s on show during the month. Check this link for more on what’s
happening in the sky. http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
For Dylan O’Donnell’s Combined Societies Meeting presentation video, see the link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33K8R3lc5os
Australia and New Zealand to see Prof Brian Cox during November: see the link for details Prof Brian Cox in Brisbane, 4th November
Congratulation to Noeleen Lowndes on her David Malin Award and to Dylan
O’Donnell for his Achievemnt Award.

Clear Skies -

(This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc.
are all welcome. Just send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at the Ormeau Progress
Association Hall, 11 McCreadie Road, ORMEAU (Gold Coast). Anyone interested is invited to attend a
meeting to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and visitors are
invited to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually falling due on 1 July each year. Financial members enjoy
the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws
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the stars and we even arranged for the ISS to fly over
which amazed everybody…now that was very exciting!
It’s been another very busy month
for SAS and the weather’s been just
magnificent with crystal clear skies.
We’ve had Jupiter and Saturn at
their best viewing and the whole
Milky Way been on show for everyone to take lots of
images. Please enjoy all the wonderful pictures in the EH
gallery.
28th

Combined Societies Meeting, Friday the
July
2017: We had a great meeting where a member from
each club gave really interesting presentations.
Unfortunately our speaker Dylan O’Donnell was struck
down with a very bad case of the flu and was unable to
attend.
Dylan has made a YouTube video of his talk titled “Zen
and the Art of Selling Out” (Julie has put the link in her
editor’s report). As he said to me, it's a bit tongue in
cheek and hopes it does not press anybody’s button!
What he says in his video is just so true; hopefully things
will change in the future for science.
I would like to thank all the SAS members who came
along to support our club; there were quite a few of us in
the front row. Please find a copy of the Agenda in EH that
lists all the clubs and the members who gave a talk.
During the evening the Queensland Astronomical
Societies ‘2017 ACHIEVEMENT AWARD’ was awarded to
our very own Dylan O’Donnell: For introducing the
science of Astronomy & Space to his area of Bryon Bay
and beyond… ~ With the ‘Star Stuff’ Astronomy event in
June 2017 ~
Congratulations Dylan, from all your friends here at SAS
:-)
The recipients for the ‘2017 DISCOVERY AWARDS’ were
awarded to: Terry Lovejoy for his ‘Discovery of a New
Comet’ C/2017 E4 (Lovejoy) & Graeme Jenkinson from
AAQ for the discovery of a New Double Star ~AAQ3 ~ To
The Washington Double Star Catalogue, Congratulations
and please see some photos from the night in EH.
School Field Nights: Somerset College 18th July 2017:
Thank you to Ralph Dunn and John Crane for helping me
with this astronomy night at the college. The senior
students and the teachers had a wonderful night under

Donation from Dylan O’Donnell to SAS for helping
with Star Stuff: I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Dylan on behalf of all members of SAS for his
very generous donation of $750 to our club. We were
more than happy to help you with this wonderful event
and did not expect such a kind donation - thank you
very much!
David Malin Awards for 2017: I was very proud to
receive a ‘Highly Commended’ award for my image titled
“Mars and Saturn’s glorious encounter with Rho
Ophiuchi ” in the Wide Field section of this year’s
awards. With so many stunning images submitted, I
think this is quite an achievement, please see the
image and details in the EH gallery. To see all the
stunning images that won please go to the 2017
CWAS website at: David Malin Awards

Date grabbers for upcoming public field nights: Saturn
night for 30th September & Lunar night for InOMN for the 28th
October at Tamborine, more information coming in next
edition of EH.

Partial Eclipse of the Moon 8th August 2017: In the
early hours of Tuesday morning the 8th August there
will be a partial eclipse of the Moon in the western sky:
it begins with penumbral at 1.48am and mid eclipse is at
4.21am. You will find the details on Page 93 in your
Astronomy 2017 book.
Our next meeting is this coming Saturday night and
Brian Holbrook will be giving a presentation on the
image-processing program called Star Tools. We also
may have a guest speaker who will give a talk on how to
take beautiful deep sky images from your own back
gardens with different filters.
Looking forward to seeing you on Saturday night,

Noeleen Lowndes

(President)

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 5th August 2017 @ 7:30pm
Saturday, 9th September 2017 (Annual General Meeting & BBQ)
Saturday, 7th October 2017 @ 7:30pm

4

In the News - Jupiter
NASA's Juno Spacecraft Completes Flyby
over Jupiter’s Great Red Spot
(https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/nasas-juno-spacecraft-completes-flyby-over-jupiter-s-great-red-spot )

NASA's Juno mission completed a close flyby of Jupiter and
its Great Red Spot on July 10, during its sixth science orbit.
All of Juno's science instruments and the spacecraft's
JunoCam were operating during the flyby, collecting data
that are now being returned to Earth. Juno's next close flyby
of Jupiter will occur on Sept. 1.
Raw images from the spacecraft’s latest flyby will be posted
in coming days.
"For generations people from all over the world and all
walks of life have marveled over the Great Red Spot," said
Scott Bolton, principal investigator of Juno from the
Southwest Research Institute in San Antonio. "Now we are
finally going to see what this storm looks like up close and
personal."
The Great Red Spot is a 10,000-mile-wide (16,000kilometer-wide) storm that has been monitored since 1830
and has possibly existed for more than 350 years. In
modern times, the Great Red Spot has appeared to be
shrinking.
Juno reached perijove (the point at which an orbit comes
closest to Jupiter's center) on July 10 at 6:55 p.m. PDT
(9:55 p.m. EDT). At the time of perijove, Juno was about
2,200 miles (3,500 kilometers) above the planet's cloud
tops. Eleven minutes and 33 seconds later, Juno had
covered another 24,713 miles (39,771 kilometers), and was passing directly above the coiling crimson cloud tops of
the Great Red Spot. The spacecraft passed about 5,600 miles (9,000 kilometers) above the clouds of this iconic
feature.
On July 4 at 7:30 p.m. PDT (10:30 p.m. EDT), Juno logged exactly one year in Jupiter orbit, marking 71 million miles
(114.5 million kilometers) of travel around the giant planet.
Juno launched on Aug. 5, 2011, from Cape Canaveral, Florida. During its mission of exploration, Juno soars low over
the planet's cloud tops -- as close as about 2,100 miles (3,400 kilometers). During these flybys, Juno is probing
beneath the obscuring cloud cover of Jupiter and studying its auroras to learn more about the planet's origins,
structure, atmosphere and magnetosphere.
Early science results from NASA's Juno mission portray the largest planet in our solar system as a turbulent world, with
an intriguingly complex interior structure, energetic polar aurora, and huge polar cyclones.
JPL manages the Juno mission for the principal investigator, Scott Bolton, of Southwest Research Institute. The Juno
mission is part of the New Frontiers Program managed by NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama,
for the Science Mission Directorate. Lockheed Martin Space Systems, Denver, built the spacecraft. JPL is a division of
Caltech in Pasadena. More information on the Juno mission is available at:
https://www.nasa.gov/juno

http://missionjuno.org

DC Agle
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif.
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In the News - Jupiter cont.
Jupiter’s Great Red Spot in True Colour

- July 28, 2017

https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/jpl/pia21775/jupiter-s-great-red-spot-in-true-color
This image of Jupiter’s iconic Great Red Spot was created by citizen scientist Björn Jónsson using data from the
JunoCam imager on NASA’s Juno spacecraft.
This true-color image offers a natural color rendition of what the Great Red Spot and surrounding areas would look
like to human eyes from Juno’s position. The
tumultuous atmospheric zones in and around
the Great Red Spot are clearly visible.
The image was taken on July 10, 2017 at
07:10 p.m. PDT (10:10 p.m. EDT), as the
Juno spacecraft performed its seventh close
flyby of Jupiter. At the time the image was
taken, the spacecraft was about 8,648 miles
(13,917 kilometers) from the tops of the
clouds of the planet at a latitude of -32.6
degrees.
JunoCam's raw images are available for the
public to peruse and process into image
products at:
www.missionjuno.swri.edu/junocam
Image Credits: NASA/JPLCaltech/SwRI/MSSS/Björn Jónsson
Last Updated: July 28, 2017
Editor: Tony Greicius

Jupiter’s Bands of Clouds - June 23, 2017
This enhanced-color image of Jupiter’s bands of light and dark clouds was created by citizen scientists Gerald
Eichstädt and Seán Doran using data from the JunoCam
imager on NASA’s Juno spacecraft.
Three of the white oval storms known as the “String of
Pearls” are visible near the top of the image. Each of the
alternating light and dark atmospheric bands in this image
is wider than Earth, and each rages around Jupiter at
hundreds of miles (kilometers) per hour. The lighter areas
are regions where gas is rising, and the darker bands are
regions where gas is sinking.
Juno acquired the image on May 19, 2017, at 11:30 a.m.
PST (2:30 p.m. EST) from an altitude of about 20,800 miles
(33,400 kilometers) above Jupiter's cloud tops.
Credits: NASA/JPL-Caltech/SwRI/MSSS/Gerald Eichstädt
/Seán Doran
Last Updated: June 23, 2017
Editor: Tony Greicius
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Combined Societies Meeting

A wonderful turnout by
SAS members:
(L) Colin, Mario,
Noeleen, Kevin,
Brendan, Brian, Ralph,
Joe & Tony (front)

Presidents of the clubs with Dylan
O’Donnell ‘Achievement Award’
(Presidents names on Agenda)

Dylan’s ‘Achievement Award Plaque’
(Congratulations Dylan)
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Combined Societies Meeting cont.
Agenda for Combined Societies
Meeting 2017

Terry Lovejoy gives a talk about his latest comet
discovery C/2017 E4 (Lovejoy).
Terry Lovejoy proudly showing off his ‘Discovery
Award’ for Comet C/2017 E4 (Lovejoy)

Presidents with Graeme Jenkinson from AAQ ‘Discovery
Award’ for Double Star AAQ3.
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David Malin Award
(Congratulation Noeleen!!)
~ Mars and Saturn’s glorious encounter with Rho Ophiuchi ~ by Noeleen Lowndes
I took this image with a Canon 70D camera and a Canon 70-200 F2.8 lens set at F4.5 and ISO
1600. The camera and lens was attached to the top of a tracking Meade 10inch SchmidtCassegrain telescope at my Stardust Observatory at Leyburn on the 7 th May 2016. There were
14x5 minute lights and 6x5 minutes darks stacked in DSS and processed in PS CS4.

David Malin ‘Highly Commended’ award in 2017
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NASA Eclipse 2017 Live - Streaming
Video of August 21 Total Solar Eclipse
This information has been obtained from the NASA website below. Unfortunately, here in Australia, we
won’t have the same opportunity to view this solar eclipse. NASA has provided a Live-Stream Video
link, accessible from the website listed here. https://www.nasa.gov/eclipselive
On Monday, August 21, 2017, all of North America will be treated to an eclipse of the sun. Viewers
around the world will be provided a wealth of images captured before, during, and after the eclipse by 11
spacecraft, at least three NASA aircraft, more than 50 high-altitude balloons, and the astronauts aboard
the International Space Station – each offering a unique vantage point for the celestial event.

The total solar eclipse of Aug. 21, 2017, stretches across the U.S. from coast to coast, providing scientists with a unique
opportunity to study the eclipse from different vantage points. NASA’s Scientific Visualization Studio
Credits: NASA’s Scientific Visualization Studi

On Monday, Aug. 21, 2017, a total eclipse will cross the entire United States, coast-to-coast, for the
first time since 1918. Weather permitting; the entire continent will have the opportunity to view an
eclipse as the moon passes in front of the sun, casting a shadow on Earth’s surface. And plans for this
once-in-a-lifetime eclipse are underway –
scientists are submitting research proposals,
NASA is sharing information on safe eclipse
viewing with community centres, and citizen
science projects are developing.
Over the course of 100 minutes, 14 states
across the United States will experience
more than two minutes of darkness in the
middle of the day. Additionally, a partial
eclipse will be viewable across all of North
America. The eclipse will provide a unique
opportunity to study the sun, Earth, moon
and their interaction because of the eclipse’s
long path over land coast to coast.
Scientists will be able to take ground-based
and airborne observations over a period of
an hour and a half to complement the wealth
of data and images provided by space
assets.
A white light image of the solar corona
during totality.
Credits: M. Druckmüller
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SAS Facebook Group News
These images have been shared on the SAS Facebook Group page and can be accessed
there, if you have a Facebook account. To date, there are 340+people enjoying the
page. You’ll find upcoming events, items of interest and information on astronomy
related tours. Join the page: share your ideas and wonderful astrophotography. If you have
astro / photograghy gear to sell, feel free to place your ad on the page.

Yuri Beletsky Nightscapes 29 July 2017
Australian night by the ocean :) Here is one of the
images which I recently obtained from a location on
the East Coast of Australia (not too far from Sydney).
Lovely winter Milky Way and the ocean below. I hope
you'll enjoy the view (y) #Nikon #D810a

(Yuri Beletsky has his own Facebook page full of amazing
images - click the link above for more)

Kiale Ritchie

25 July 2017

The Lagoon Nebula.
56x20sec
Total: 18min40sec
Telescope: Saxon 6" f'5 750mm
Mount HEQ5 Pro
Camera: Canon 500D

11

Members’ Gallery
Ray Suckling and Steve Craft in collaboration
This image of the Horsehead Nebula is a collaboration
between myself and Steve Craft, an old member. Steve
gathered the raw data with his 7" Newt Mac and his
SBig ST8300 during the months of November and
December 2016 and then bought it down to my place
where I processed it using a process that I have
developed.
It is a HaRGB image consisting of 7 x 30 min images
in Ha, 11 x15 min R, 7 x 15 min G and 4 x15 min B.
The images were stacked in Deep Sky Stacker and
processed in Photoshop. The monochrome image is
the processed Ha image and the colour is the final
HaRGB.

Another one from Steve Craft using the same camera and
telescope: The Hamburger Galaxy

Ray Suckling ~ Leyburn 22 July 2017
Rho Ophiuchus Nebula / Ophiuchus
Details
Time/Date : 1212 - 1435,
22/07/2017 UT
Exposure : 480 sec x 8
Camera : Canon 350D (Modified)
Filter : IR
Lens : Tasman, Aperture 45mm,
F/L 135mm, F2.8
ISO/ASA, Binning : 800
Guiding : Autoguided through a
100mm F5 refractor using a QHY5
Mount : EQ6 (Hypertuned)
Processing : Stacked in Deep
Sky Stacker and Processed in
Photoshop
Notes : Moisture and turbulence
in atmosphere
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Members’ Gallery cont.
Dylan O’Donnell
ISS transit
Yay! I got my first illuminated transit of the
International Space Station across the crescent
moon! Taken from Byron Bay @ 17:51:07s using
C9.25" Edge HD / F10 / Canon 70D / ISO 1800 /
1/1600s - 7 Frames
I mentioned this was happening at Star Stuff.. It's
a pity it wasn't a few days earlier! I got lucky again
with the weather tonight and so was able to take
my first illuminated shot of the ISS :)

The Fighting Dragons of Ara
(NGC 6188) is a beautiful,
large
emission
nebula
currently above us in the
Southern Hemisphere in the
early evening. Photographed
last night in narrowband, the
oxygen is seen as blue and the
hydrogen as green. The long
tendrils of dust and gas stretch
and swirl into core where
bright new stars are birthed
into existence, each with their
own solar systems, planets
and moons. 42x1m Ha +
20x1m Oiii + 30x1m Sii
(Celestron
RASA,
CGX&
QHY9M)
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Members’ Gallery
Mike Geisel Lunar Landscape
L to R Catherina, Cyrillus and Theophillus - taken 30
June 2017

Trio of spiral galaxies in Grus 60 million lightyears away. I have
been trying to capture this for years and this is my first successful
capture. Not much detail and very noisy I only got 5x3min subs
before the mount went psycho - Taken 22 July 2017

Eagle nebula - best yet 22 July 2017

25 July 2017
conjunction ( bottom to top),Moon, Mercury
and Regulus
modded canon 6d SW Esprit APO 80

Cats paw nebula - taken 29-7-17

M20 the Trifid nebulae SW Esprit APO 150 and ZWO ASI 1600mc-c
- taken 26 July 2017
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Members’ Gallery
Jenny Robinson ~

Centaurus ‘A’

All taken with new Canon 70D
These images are all stacks of less than 30 mins.
with only 2 darks.
They were taken as a test of the new camera and
use of ISO1600 as a base line .
Whilst most are of average visual accuity, they
have a remarkable amount of data and a lot less
noise than my previous offerings.
I hope you like them and find reason to emulate
quick AP as a new hobby

Eagle Nebula

M83 - Southern
Pinwheel Galaxy
Omega Centaurus
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Members’ Gallery cont.
Brian Holbrook ~
Eta Carina
30 minutes on Eta Carina
with the ED80 no guiding,
Nikon D5200
- definitely need that
flattener!

Klaus Schlussler ~
This is not taken for being pretty
but to see how far I can push me
and the equipment to the limit!
NGC6744 is a galaxy very much
like the Milkyway but 1.7 times
larger and over 30 millions light
years away, no wonder that this
is not often displayed in astrobin
and other websites.
26x300sec 5 Darks 30 Bias 30 Flats
with my good old noise
canon55d. Spending close to 6
hours to get the noise removed
with PixInsight

Here is the image of the milkyway.
Needs improvement, but I like to
wait till I have my new Canon full
frame a much larger image and I
have the idea to make up a
Bathinov mask for a Photo lens
should work the same way as on a
telescope.
6x300sec 5 Darks 30 Bias 30 Flats
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Members’
Gallery cont.
Klaus Schlussler - Eta Carina
First go wit my new Toy Full Frame
Canon 6d
Guiding was bad, no clue what to doing
and the target was quickly disappearing
to the west! But i should not complaining
having now 25% more info at an none
cropped image nearly no noise at ISO
3200. so instead tacking 240sec pic's I
now fine with 45 sec pic's.
There is a lot of checking and testing
ahead but The camera lets me now
collect far more info with little noise at a
similar time frame.
Better res at the link
http://www.astrobin.com/full/305806/0/

Noeleen Lowndes ~
Saturn & Jupiter
My best image of Saturn yet, images
taken with a Meade 10inch LX200
telescope at prime focus and a ZWO
ASI120MC-S camera with a 3x
Barlow lens attached, AVI movie file
processed in Registak6 and PS CS4.
~ Jupiter & Transit of Europa ~
I was out trying to capture an image
of Jupiter at the same time as
NASA’s Juno spacecraft was getting
closer and closer to Jupiter’s GRS
(Great Red Spot) on the 11th July
2017.

But unlike the Juno spacecraft, which
was only a couple of thousand kilometres
away from the planet, I was here on
Earth at a distance of approx 700 million
kilometres away with lots of turbulent
atmosphere between the two of us…but
it fun anyway, as there was a transit

of the moon Europe traversing
across the planets surface :-)
Images taken with a Meade
10inch LX200 telescope at prime
focus and a ZWO ASI120MC-S
camera with a 2x Barlow lens
attached, AVI movie file processed
in Registak6 and PS CS4.
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Society Information
Committee Meeting 5:30 pm General Meeting 7.30pm
Progress Hall. McCreadie Road, ORMEAU
PRESIDENT - NOELEEN LOWNDES Ph 0407 126 452 MEMBERSHIP
OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376
Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc, PO BOX 867,
Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy email so others
cannot see your email address - if you do not want Event Horizon emailed
please inform the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may
contain images of or may identify members/friends attending Society & nonSociety events (Meetings, Astro quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field
Nights and Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer this not to
happen, please advise the Society in writing. If members require a copy of the
Society’s Constitution, please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a
future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and on the SAS Web Site
are presented in good faith as the original work of the person submitting them.
The SAS and its members accept no responsibility or liability whatsoever if the
person submitting them has used another person’s property without their
permission or consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the copyright of
the contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise their own technical
and/or other information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS or its
members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2017 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 18th to 20th August, 2017
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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SAS Calendar 2017

*Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At*
Ormeau Progress Association Hall
11 McCreadie Road
ORMEAU (Gold Coast) 4208
Website at http://sas.org.au

Noeleen Lowndes (President)
Mobile: 0407 126452
E-mail: ziggy002@bigpond.com
For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa
Mobile: 0421 866 376

Meeting Dates 2017
Meeting Dates 2017
JANUARY
Saturday 14th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 14th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 27th – 29th January
FEBRUARY
Saturday 11th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 11th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 24th – 26th February
MARCH
Saturday 11th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 11th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 24th – 26th March
APRIL (Easter Holidays 14th to 17th April)
Saturday 8th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 8th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 28th – 30th April
MAY
Saturday 13th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 13th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sunday 26th – 28th May
JUNE
*StarStuff event Bryon Bay 24th & 25th*
Saturday 10th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 10th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 23rd –25th June

JULY
Saturday 8th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 8th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sunday 21st – 23rd July
AUGUST
Saturday 5th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 5th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 18th – 20th August
(QLD Astrofest 18th – 27th August)
SEPTEMBER (AGM)
Saturday 9th AGM 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 22nd – 24th September
OCTOBER
Saturday 7th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 7th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sun 20th – 22nd October
Saturday 28th InOMN 2017 (Moon Night)
NOVEMBER
Saturday 4th Committee Meeting 5.30pm
Saturday 4th General Meeting 7.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sunday 17th – 19th November
DECEMBER (SAS Xmas Party)
Saturday 9th Christmas bbq 6.30pm
New Moon Weekend – Leyburn
Friday to Sunday 15th – 17th December
*Please note* Extra observing nights & solar
days will be added during the year, please check
current EH newsletter for the details.
21

Links & Resources
From the SAS website
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festivalbrisbane For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy, videos of some of the past lectures are now
available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel
Gilmore, you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The
Edge, State Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only).
https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as
a group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: The Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium is located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt
Coot-tha. It features entertaining and informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy
the different Planetarium facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the
Galaxy Gift shop. One of the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on
the 12.5 metre diameter projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size
replica of Neil Armstrong’s lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilitiesrecreation/arts-culture/sir-thomas-brisbane-planetarium-0
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by
Siding Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub
and the full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory#acton-tabs-link--tabs-0-left-1
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/
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