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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Welcome to the February 2018 edition of Event Horizon. There are some big events on the
astronomy/science education/tourism calendar coming our way over the next few months. SAS is
proud to be involved with Dylan O’Donnell and Star Stuff once again.
Unfortunately, the Lunar Eclipse was a washout in SE Qld with cloud cover and rain. I’ve found some
photos from around Australia to ease the pain (or maybe not). Our members made it to the media:
Noeleen Lowndes, Jenny Robinson and Fraser Smith - well done team!
In the News: Space Race Down Under - New Zealand has launched it’s first rocket into space. Australia is not far behind though.
Star Stuff II : Wonderful and inspiring speakers on the list. Don’t miss your opportunity. Click on the poster to take you through to
the website. https://starstuff.com.au/
World Science Festival Brisbane: 21st to 25th March 2018 Some events were released early, with the full program now available
- here’s the link: http://www.worldsciencefestival.com.au/
NACAA XXVIII: The 28th NACAA will be hosted by the Ballarat Astronomical Society in collaboration with the Ballarat Municipal
Observatory and Museum. The event is being held over the Easter long weekend - 30th March to 2nd April.
Member discounts: Bintel and Sirius Optics both offer financial SAS members discounts on various astronomy gear - Another
good reseaon to keep your membership up to date.
Contact Dylan O’Donnell for the Bintel discount code: dylan@dnadigital.com.au
Membership cards: If you haven’t received your card, please email me. bomma02@optusnet.com.au
SAS Facebook Group page: Aboriginal Astronomy recognized and Yuri Beletsk y Nightscapes ‘Stellar vortex in reflection’.
Members’ Gallery: Includes image contributions from members: Jenny Robinson, Mike Geisel, Tony Kim and Greg Bock.
Sky Maps: Sky Maps give details on what’s on show during the month. Check this link also for more on what’s happening in the
sky. http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
Don’t forget to check out the Links & Resources page for relevant websites, whether you’re thinking of buying new gear or looking
for information on astronomy festivals or Australian astronomy sites, etc.

Clear Skies (This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc. are all welcome. Just
send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at Heritage Park, Restoration
Society grounds, 193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama - take exit 49 from the M1. Anyone interested is invited to
attend a meeting to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and
visitors are invited to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually falling due on 1 July each year. Financial members enjoy
the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws
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As we start to collect our thoughts to the coming months of maybe cooler weather we
also look forward to the sky becoming clearer and easier to use.
Our new venue gives us a chance to set up our gear more often if we find a common cause to
focus our collective lenses towards.
I was hoping the first of these would be the timely and well publicised Lunar Eclipse and several of
us gathered at the Restoration Society grounds to perform our ritual assembly of time machines.
It was not to be – by 6pm the rain had set in and we decided not to venture forth to soak our
lenses in the heavenly donation. We waited a long time to see if it would abate but it was not to be
and we reluctantly called it a night at about 7.30 with the rain still spattering our feet.
Over the last month we've had a couple of nights of really nice skies that we utilised to test out the
new venue and it is very good East to West but a little polluted North and South but the Carina
nebula I have offered up to the image pages is proof we can get some nice images even above
the new settlement on the South side of the Field.
I was quite amazed at the number of calls to speak on the radio and TV on the lunar eclipse –
some of which I passed off and some of which I acceded to – I ended up with 4 seconds on 7
News and with better success was able to get young Fraser Smith into page 15 of the Courier Mail
– Well done Fraser you looked great – what a fabulous incentive for other youngsters to find a
great hobby. Oh and I hope your 'show and tell' at school on Friday went well. At least my scope
and mount looked tolerably upmarket in the picture.
Clear Skies everyone and thanks to the members who fielded some of the interviews for me – I'm
sure I wouldn't have coped so well.

Jenny Robinson

(President)

C:\Users\Julie Lancaster\Desktop\Jan 2018 EH Stuff\Supernova.jpg

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 3rd February 2018 @ 7:30pm
Saturday, 3rd March 2018 @7:30pm
Saturday, 7th April 2018 @ 7:30 pm
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In the News ~
‘The Space Race Down Under’

'Space is open for business': NZ start-up
successfully launches rocket
ABC News AM - By Lexi Metherell 22 January 2018 10:40am (Please follow the links for more: videos and information)
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-01-22/new-zealand-successfully-launches-first-rocket-into-space/9347886

Photo: Rock et Lab's successful launch mark s a major advance in the space industry. (Supplied: Rock et Lab)

New Zealand has trumped Australia in the space race, with a spaceflight start-up successfully launching a
rocket from its own launch pad on the North Island.
Key points:
● Rocket Lab launched three satellites into orbit for tracking shipping, weather and imaging
● They will be launching every week at a relatively cheap $US4.9 million a pop
● Rocket Labs says it is the first company to launch its own rocket from its own launch pad
The launch, in the Mahia Peninsula, has been marketed as a major advance in the space industry that will allow
smaller companies to launch satellites in to space at a relative fraction of the cost.
"Space is now open for business," the American-New Zealand company Rocket Lab said.
Though the launch was only a test, Rocket Lab managed to launch three satellites into orbit for tracking
shipping, weather and imaging.
It has been able to lower the cost of rocket launches because the payload is now much smaller than it was in
the past.
Rocket Lab said it would be launching every week at a relatively cheap $US4.9 million a pop.
"Rocket Lab is a small start-up, a few people and a dream— it really shows what can happen in the modern day
space area," Australian National University astrophysicist Brad Tucker said.
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In the News,cont ~
‘The Space Race Down Under’
Professor Tucker said it was no longer necessary to be a big government agency with a huge bankroll to pull off
such a launch.
"We should applaud our neighbour's efforts for being visionary, and really pursuing something that they didn't
think was possible 10 years ago," he said.
"Now they're amongst the competitors in the world market."

Australia 'not far behind'
Michael Davis, chair of the Space Industry Association of Australia, said within the business models pursued by
satellite companies there had been a "big revolution".
"Instead of paying hundreds of millions for a very big satellite in geostationary orbit, we now have new
constellations of smaller — what we call nano satellites — in low earth orbit at much lower cost," he said.

Photo: VP of launch Shaun D'Mello stands in front of the Electron rock et ahead of launch. (Supplied: Rock et Lab)

Unlike big companies like Elon Musk's Space X, which use government launch sites, Rocket Labs said it was
the first company to launch its own rocket from its own launch pad.
There are similar plans afoot in Australia, with a launch site allocated in the Northern Territory and tests expected
in a year.
Mr Davis said Australia has other economic advantages in the space industry.
"It is possible that Australia will be a participant in the commercial launch business," he said.
"But there are still plenty of economic benefits around the actual development of satellites and even greater
benefits around the use of satellite data.
"And and it's around those areas of activity that we believe Australia has a very strong commercial future in
developing our industry and creating jobs."
6
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World Science Festival - Brisbane 2018
World Science Festival Brisbane 2018 will be held from 21–25 March 2018. Be the first to learn World
Science Festival Brisbane news, and upcoming events by joining the mailing list.
World Science Festival Brisbane is back on, igniting new and challenging discussions about Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). The Festival collaborates with industry and the education sector to
create important opportunities for young minds to engage with STEM outside the formal classroom environment.
The Festival will be delivering programs for our school audiences on Thursday, 22 March and Friday, 23 March
2018, including a variety of Apprentice Programs and our popular event - Pioneers In Science with special guest
Professor Alan Mackay-Sim (2017 Australian of the Year). Check out the Festival’s 2018 Education Program,
including the Regional Student Day Events online.
Hailed by The New York Times as ‘a new cultural institution’, the World Science Festival – founded by renowned
Physicist Professor Brian Greene and Emmy award-winning journalist Tracy Day – has been held annually in New
York for a decade.
World Science Festival explores and celebrates the entanglement of science and art through a curated program
of thought-provoking conversations, inspiring theatrical and cinematic experiences, interactive workshops and
engaging demonstrations.
Queensland Museum Network has secured the exclusive licence to host World Science Festival in the Asia
Pacific from 2016-21.
The only global extension of this hugely popular initiative, World Science Festival Brisbane reinforces Queensland
Museum’s position as a leader in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education and
engagement.
World Science Festival Brisbane has been held twice, in 2016 and 2017, with amazing results including:
● 300,000+ attendances.
● Exclusive participation from luminaries in science and art including Emmy award winning actor Alan Alda,
World Science Festival co-founder Brian Greene, Laureate Fellow Brian Schmidt, National Science
Foundation director France Córdova, UN water guru András Szöllösi-Nagy and NASA astronaut Andrew
Thomas.
● Queensland premieres of Brian Greene’s Light Falls: Space, Time and an Obsession of Einstein, Alan
Alda’s Dear Albert, Nick Payne’s Constellations and the Queensland Symphony Orchestra in A Live
Presentation of 2001: A Space Odyssey.
●
(World Science Festival is a great opportunity to experience science direct from the scientists and the ticket
prices are very reasonable - well worth the day out at South Bank - editor)
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National Australian Convention of
Amateur Astronomers - NACAA

http://www.nacaa.org.au/2018/about

The 28th NACAA will be hosted by the Ballarat Astronomical Society in
collaboration with the Ballarat Municipal Observatory and Museum.
The Ballarat Observatory is the oldest operating public observatory in
Australia, marking its 132nd anniversary in 2018.
The event will be held over the 2018 Easter weekend, 30th March to 2nd April.
The venues will be the Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Conference
The 12th Trans-Tasman Symposium on Occultations will be held in
conjunction with NACAA XXVIII. In addition the International Dark-Sky
Association Victoria are running a half-day Dark Sky Symposium with the

theme "Working Towards Dark Skies" on the
Monday Morning.
The Ballaarat Astronomical Society is very
excited to host the next NACAA in Ballarat.
The last time it came to Ballarat was in 1969,
and a lot of astronomical phenomena have
passed over our heads in that time.
Our home, the Ballarat Municipal Observatory
and Museum, has undergone several changes over the intervening 49 years and we hope that when you visit, if you haven't
been for some time, you will like the additions and changes we have made.
NACAA is an opportunity for serious amateur astronomers to share their knowledge with the broader community. The
standard of work amongst amateurs is such that collaboration regularly occurs between professionals and amateurs. If you
are interested in sharing your knowledge and getting other people involved, please consider making a presentation.
If you are not already a NACAA member, join up now to receive announcements about the programme as it is finalised.
Registration is now available using the Register link . You need to be a NACAA member to use our e-commerce site.
The main registration package includes:
Main Registration package $300

· attendance at all of the sessions on Saturday and Sunday,

Single Day (Saturday or Sunday) $95

· lunch and refreshments on Saturday and Sunday,

Convention Dinner (Saturday) $85

· Welcome Function on Friday night,

Welcome Function (Friday) $45

· Convention Dinner on Saturday night,

Farewell BBQ (Sunday) $40

· Farewell Function on Sunday night.

It does not include attendance at the extra activities on Monday

Dark Sky Symposium (Monday morning) $50
Occultation Symposium - TTSO 12 (Monday) $95
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SAS Facebook Group News
These images have been shared on the SAS
Facebook Group page and can be accessed there, if you
have a Facebook account. To date, there are
over 400 people enjoying the page. You’ll find upcoming
events, items of interest and information on
astronomy related tours. Join the page: share your ideas and
wonderful astrophotography. If you have astro / photograghy gear to sell, feel free to place your ad on the page.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Yuri Beletsky Nightscapes
29 January 2018

Stellar vortex in reflection :)
‘ Dish of the radio telescope (visible
on the foreground) is highly reflective
and it allows to witness amazing
view during the night. This is the view
of SEST radio telescope at La Silla
astronomical observatory in Chile :)
When you stay by the telescope at
night, you truly feel like you're on the
other planet. What do you think ? I
hope you'll enjoy the view :) ‘

Aboriginal Skies 16 January 2018
The International Astronomical Union, who are
the governing body in astronomy - have
recently recognised and made official a
number of indigenous star names from
around the world. One of the Australian
Aboriginal names is 'Unurgunite' (Sigma
Canis Majoris), which comes from the
Boorong people in north western Victoria.
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CARERS QLD. NEXT OBSERVATION
NIGHT. - Ralph Dunn
Due to the inclement weather on 25th November, the Carers Qld BBQ and
observing night was cancelled.
Saturday February 24th 2018 is now scheduled for the next BBQ and
observing night. Starting time is 6pm; volunteers are being called on to man
the scopes, the BBQ, car park and sky tour. Most positions are covered. Those
members who volunteered for the November event, please confirm your
availability by the February meeting. So please, if you’d like to lend a hand, you
would be very welcome to join in. Just one more person would ease the load on
the other SAS volunteers.

.
6
2
1
1

Telescopes and Astronomers
persons for the BBQ
person for a Laser Sky Tour
person to assist with car parking

Thanks to all those members who have volunteered to help out on the night.
I will contact you in the week prior to the event. For any enquiries or questions,
contact me on 0422 998 718 or email ralphd2754@gmail.com
Here's hoping for clear skies on the night.
Thank you again to SAS for your support – Ralph Dunn
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SAS - Our New Home
Heritage Park Restoration Society - 193 Rifle Range Rd Pimpama: accessed via exit 49 on the M1 both north and
south bound.
I’m sure members will be looking forward to checking out the new SAS meeting site. The map below gives details on
the layout of the Heritage Park Restoration Society grounds. For your safety, I recommend a 10km/h speed limit on
entry and exit as the road is single lane and quite narrow with rough edges. We don’t want anybody injured coming
to or going from meeting. As can been seen from the legend, the toilets are next door the main meeting hall, which is
very convenient. Also, please note, in the hall and outside, there is a lot of old gear waiting for restoration. So be
careful where you walk.

The observation field with the meeting hall to the right
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SAS in the News - Lunar Eclipse
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SAS in the News - Lunar Eclipse, cont ~
Fraser Smith proudly wearing the SAS shirt.

Jenny Robinson on 7 News - 30 January 2018
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Blue Blood Supermoon -31/1/2018

- by Julie Lancaster

For SE Qld and for many parts of Australia, the
highly anticipated event was a huge
disappointment as cloud and rain rolled in
blocking any chance of observing/capturing the
lunar eclipse. I’ve managed to scrape together
some images of what we missed from various
parts of Australia, using social media and news
sources. Enjoy!
This cloud map posted by Greg Bock to the SAS
FB page shows the cloud cover.

Eden - NSW
ABC Open contributor Gary Hunter

Ryan Crowden posted to Aurora
Australis FB page
Low Head, Tasmania

Jonas Chuah posted to Aurora
Australia FB page - Essendon,
Melbourne, Victoria
Mt Stromlo FB page - NSW
ANU's Lannon Harley.
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Members’
Gallery
Jenny Robinson ~
Carina 17 x 180 sec @ iso800 4 darks.
DSS and reprocessed

Thors helmet 10x 180 sec at 800 iso 3
darks.
DSS and PS3
Eq6 ed 100 saxon with fr 8.5 guided.

Tony Kim ~
Horsehead Nebula just taken 21 January
2018 at the dam and Rosette Nebula taken at
the new meeting place at Pimpama. Had
some issues with dust on my sensor but
nothing a bit of spot removal tool can’t fix.
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Members’ Gallery,
cont ~
Greg Bock ~ pics taken last December at
Leyburn with my 10" RC and AtikOne 6 camera
with 5 minute subframes.
M78, about 20 minutes each RGB, and IC434
Horse Head about 35 minutes each RGB and Ha
for 55 minutes.
Although I like these overall, they suffer a bit from
noise and need longer subframe exposures and
more of them to smooth things out more, No flats,
just darks and bias applied.
I really need clear skies to get more data, we just
dont have enough of those nights lately..grrr..

Horse Head nebula
The bright straight rays emerging from the left
are annoying me,,,a product of the bright star
Alnitak close by and just off frame...will try again
with the camera slightly offset to hopefully
reduce them.
When I was about 8 yo, I was in awe of a black
and white image of the HH Nebula taken by the
Palomar 200" scope in the US, and I still can't
do it justice, close but no cigar...sigh...I need a
bigger scope!

Mike Geisel ~
16 January 2018
Flaming Star nebulae---very low
in my northern sky so hard to get
good images. My first attempt at
this object 20x 3 minute subs SW
APO 150 UHC filter modded
cooled canon 700d
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Society Information
Contacts:
PRESIDENT - JENNY ROBINSON lynneandjenny@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376

Meeting venue:
Restoration Society, 193 Rifle Range Road Pimpama

Committee Meeting 5:30 pm,
General Meeting 7.30pm

Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc,
PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon
copy email so others cannot see your email address - if
you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform
the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon
may contain images of or may identify members/friends
attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro
quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and
Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer
this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing.
If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution,
please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a
future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and
on the SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as the
original work of the person submitting them. The SAS
and its members accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever if the person submitting them has used
another person’s property without their permission or
consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the
copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified)
and comprise their own technical and/or other
information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS
or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2018 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 16th to 18th February 2018
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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SAS Calendar 2018

Website at http://sas.org.au

From February 2018 Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)
Jenny Robinson (President)
Mobile: 0468 602 846

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa

E-mail: lynneandjenny@gmail.com

Mobile: 0421 866 376

MEETINGS

LEYBURN

Committee 5:30pm

New Moon Weekends
Friday to Sunday

General

7:30pm

JANUARY

No meeting

19th to 21st

FEBRUARY

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

MARCH

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

APRIL

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

MAY

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

JUNE

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

JULY

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

AUGUST

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

OCTOBER

Saturday 27th

5th to 7th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

DECEMBER

TBC

7th to 9th

SEPTEMBER

OTHER DATES

First meeting at Pimpama

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) TBC

Xmas BBQ TBC

*Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the year. Please check the current
EH newsletter for details.
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Links & Resources
From the SAS website
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy,
videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane
Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and binoculars by the dozen and
offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre, Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.
They also conduct Dark Sky Star Parties at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and information can be found on
Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
Bintel for all your astromical gadgets.Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711. Email: info@bintel.com.au
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037 (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off )
https://www.bintel.com.au/

BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore,
you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State
Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as a
group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features entertaining and
informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy the different Planetarium
facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the Galaxy Gift shop. One of
the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter
projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size replica of Neil Armstrong’s
lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by Siding
Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub and the
full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/
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