Southern Astronomical Society - Brisbane South - Logan -Gold Coast - Tweed Heads - www.sas.org.au

EVENT HORIZON
JULY 2018

SAS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

SPECIAL EDITION

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Welcome to the July 2018 edition of Event Horizon. It’s been a busy month!
Congratulations to both Noeleen Lowndes and Dylan O’Donnell for having their astrophotograghy
selected in the list of finalists of the David Malin Awards. Here’s the link:
https://www.parkes.atnf.csiro.au/news_events/astrofest/awards/
SAS Day/Night Sky Party - photo gallery of the last meeting on 2 June.
Star Stuff II - If you missed the fun, check out the article - an amazing event with amazing people - lots of photos!
Duncan Gillespie’s - In Memoriam: a tribute to a friend and SAS member by Noeleen Lowndes
Upcoming tours:
Prof Kip Thorne will be touring with Prof Alan Duffy - Brisbane 13 Sept 2018
https://lateralevents.com/public-events/whats-next-2018/
Michio Kaku: Future of Humanity: in Brisbane - 10 November at South Bank Piazza:
https://thisisit42.com/events
Members’ Gallery: from Leyburn - Greg Bock helps to confirm a new comet and discovers a new supernova. Chris Wheeler
and Ray Suckling catch some nice astro pics - Klaus Schlussler also makes a contribution with his latest effort.
Astro Quiz: Something to play with. The Quiz will be included at the next meeting. Answers will be posted in next month’s EH.
Sky Maps: No sky maps this month . Download your copy on 1 August - http://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html
More about ‘what’s up’ at: http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
Membership cards: If you haven’t received your card, please email me. bomma02@optusnet.com.au
Member discounts: Bintel and Sirius Optics both offer financial SAS members discounts on various astronomy gear - Another
good reason to keep your membership up to date. Contact Dylan O’Donnell for the Bintel discount code:
dylan@dnadigital.com.au
Here’s a link to Astro Toaster which was discussed by some of the helpers at Star Stuff: http://www.astrotoaster.com/

Clear Skies (This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc. are all welcome.
Just send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
P.S. a couple of link s to check out from Siding Spring Observatory: - for a 10% discount, contact Marnie@fredwatson.com.au
Siding Spring Lodge Stays
and as part of StarFest Dark Sky Conference 26 - 28 September
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at Heritage Park, Restoration
Society grounds, 193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama - take exit 49 from the M1. Anyone interested is invited to
attend a meeting to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and
visitors are invited to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually. Membership cards are valid for 12 months from the date
of payment. Financial members enjoy the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws

3

.
It is time for me to jot down a few choice words for your perusal.
Well firstly, this month was all about Star Stuff II, and it exceeded my expectations. What
an experience! The speakers Dylan organised were all immensely engaging, enlightening,
and encouraging. Is it too early to look forward to Star Stuff III? Personally, I do not think
so.
I would love to personally thank my fellow volunteers for giving up their time to assist at
Star Stuff. In no particular order, Noeleen Lowndes, Graham Lowndes, Julie Lancaster,
Tony Kim, Bronwyn and Fraser Smith, Kevin Dixon, Joe Zerafa, and James Fox as well as
the team from North Coast Astronomy and friends.
Obviously Dylan needs to be congratulated for all that he did to make Star Stuff II the unforgettable event it was.
So thank you, Dylan.
On the home front now, our evenings have been cloud free, allowing plenty of opportunities for us all to enjoy its seemingly
boundless beauty. Let us all be greedy and hope for many, many more.
So get your gear out and have fun!
Clear Skies Always,
(Acting President)

The weather in UK has been glorious.. sadly that doesn't mean clear skies at night. A thin skein of
high cirrus has been present on every night that looked promising.
That's OK though. I've been reading with interest the result of 'Star Stuff' and I'm impressed and proud
you all did so well. Thank you Noeleen for your presence and input and congrats on your placing in the
David Malin Award.
Tony Kim is doing some wonderful imaging and Brendan is shaping up to be a great pres. I shall not be
offended if you vote him in this year.
Thank you all for being such great givers.

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 28th July 2018 @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, 25th August 2018 @ 7:30pm
AGM - Saturday, 22 September 2018 (time to be advised)
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CARERS QLD. NEXT OBSERVATION NIGHT. Ralph Dunn
This is the 3rd attempt to host this night, as the weather gods have been unkind.
Here’s hoping for clear skies this time Saturday August 18th is scheduled for the next observation/BBQ evening.
Starting time is 6pm; volunteers are being called on to man the scopes, the BBQ, car
park and sky tour. So please, if you’d like to lend a hand, you would be very welcome
to join in.
Anyone wishing to come along to assist on the night, observe or with any
questions/enquiries, please contact Ralph Dunn on 0422998718 or email
ralphd2754@gmail.com, or Brendan Junge on email brendan@inmotionfitness.com.au
Volunteers will be contacted a week out from the event to confirm.

.
6
2
1
1

Telescopes and Astronomers
persons for the BBQ
person for a Laser Sky Tour
person to assist with car parking

Thanks to all those members who have volunteered to help out on the night in the
past.

Thank you again to SAS for your support – Ralph Dunn
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SAS Sky Party - 2 June 2018
As many would be aware, our last meeting was a Day/Night observing event with a BBQ when the Sun went down. It
was great to see our members getting out and sharing their knowledge and skills. A few members from the SAS
Facebook page also came along. A great interactive
occasion all round Alwyn Milligan and Ray Suckling
with John Crane at his solarscope

Howie Smith

L to R - Eddie Saez, Brendan Junge (hiding behind the tube)
Tony Kim, Jared Batchelor and Bill D'Arcy

Eddie Saez - from SAS Facebook
group

Bill D'Arcy with his 40 year old telescope
(older than some of the members)
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WOW and WOW!

Julie Lancaster

For those members who managed to attend as guests or like me, volunteered at Star Stuff you’ll know what an amazing
event this was. After Star Stuff 2017, we were hopeful to, at least, equal the success. As it was, many would agree that
we eclipsed last year’s event if that was even possible. Comments like: ‘better than last year’ were flying about - for
more photos go to - https://starstuff.com.au/
Friday afternoon - getting a few things tied up The Mercury capsule (Freedom 7) replica, loaned by Gilmour Space
Technologies, in the process of being unloaded. It look ed a bit touch and go
for a while. A few of us were ‘supervising’ in the back ground Dylan O’Donnell, Julie Lancaster, Noeleen Lowndes and Graham Lowndes

Saturday - And so it begins: on the Registration Desk ready to go. L- R James Fox, Noeleen Lowndes, Joe Zerafa, Julie
Lancaster, Bronwyn and Fraser Smith, Brendan Junge (SAS President) and Tony Kim.
Greg Quick e AKA Space Gandalf paid a visit!
Brendan Junge (Mr Space-Dak s), Tony Kim and Ben Rigby setting
up the solar scopes.

Dylan O’Donnell at
the helm - doing an
amazing job.
Graham Lowndes
with Kevin Dixon
and his telescope.
Kevin is one of the
oldest SAS
members and on
top of that, he has
one of the largest
telescopes in the
society.
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The Speakers - Day 1
Dylan O’Donnell, Byron Bay astronomer:
‘I Can’t Believe It’s Not Science’
‘Dylan explores the fine line between the backyard
astronomer and the professional scientist and
presents the case for the self-taught home scientist
and how you can become one.’

Michael Sidonio, Astronomer - AKA Strongman Mike: Astrophotography, a journey that can be more
than pretty pictures
‘Many amateur astro-imagers today will not have used
film to shoot the sky, they would never have guided on
a star using their eyeball for 2hrs, used a hair dryer to
remove dew nor could they have imagined using dry ice
in a camera to make it more sensitive, let alone
considered they could find new and important things in
their images and contribute to scientific papers. This
presentation will combine a trip back in time and
technology, with a look at modern digital image
collection and what it can reveal. I hope to inspire some
amateurs to start or continue on their own journey
because it can be exciting and rewarding.’

Greg Quicke, Astronomer, author- AKA Space Gandalf:
Earth Turning Consciousness - An Exercise in Planetary Awareness

‘We all know the Earth turns and we all know that the earth goes around the
sun. How many of us can actually see it though? How would you like to
translate this intellectual information that we all carry around in our heads,
into something that you can experience for yourself, into something that you
can really feel in your bones, into a deep knowing that you will always have?
Greg Quicke has been triggering insights around these questions and more
for groups of people under pristine Kimberley skies for nearly 2 and a half
decades.’
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The Speakers - Day 1 cont. ~
John Sarkissian, operations scientist Parkes Radio Observatory:
Dishing up the Data: Parkes and Space Missions

‘The Australian film, The Dish, highlighted
the role played by the Parkes Radio
Telescope in tracking and communicating
with the Apollo 11 mission. However, the
events depicted in this film represent only a
single snapshot of the role played by Parkes
in the exploration of the Solar System by
NASA.’

Amy Shira Teitel, Space Historian: Right Stuff, Wrong Time

‘In 1960 and 1961, thirteen women took the same
physical and psychological tests given to the Mercury
astronauts. So why didn’t any of these women ever fly
in space? And why was it not until the 1980s that
women joined the space age? This talk explores the
story of the so-called Mercury 13, the women denied
their chance to fly in the 1960s.’

During the break s, guests took
the opportunity to check out the
venders on site, including:
Bintel, Celestron
and Sidereal
Trading.

Maybe Greg
Quick e was
check ing out his
next telescope
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Saturday evening - V I P Dinner with k eynote speak er Fraser Cain,
Science Publisher: The Golden Age of Astronomy
Fraser also held a Q & A sessions, first up on Sunday

Stargazing, Byron Bay style - Many guests signed up for the
work shops each night, Astrophotography and Stargazing.
Perfect sk ies both nights for viewing from Australia’s most

easterly point.

When you’re on the Star Staff Team, everyone
gets a job - even young Fraser Smith. He had a
ball mak ing his signs and talk ing people into
buying the T-shirts.He did a great job!
Friendship 7 replica space
capsule with its own
reserved ‘park ing space’.

John Glenn was the first
American to orbit the Earth
and he did it in the original
capsule ‘Friendship 7’ in
1962. The capsule was
launched into orbit on top
of Mercury-Atlas 6 rock et.
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The Speakers - Day 2
Dr Cathal O’Connell, Cosmos Science Writer:
Makers in Space:The Future of 3D Printing on Space Stations, the Moon, Mars and Beyond
‘What would the crew of the Enterprise
have done, without their handy
replicators—those microwave oven-like
appliances that could create any object,
on demand? When today’s astronauts
launch from Earth, they leave behind
the comfort of a breathable atmosphere,
familiar gravity, and the modern supply
chain. Currently, everything needed for
a space mission– every object, every
tool, every food ration, every medicine–
is made here on Earth. But that’s all
about to change.’

Dr David Malin, Astronomer at Australian Astronomical Observatory: Fake Photographs, False Colour
‘The ethics of photographic image manipulation
are ill-defined, and any working definition
depends largely on the genre of the images and
the intent of their creators. Astro-photographers
are the most versatile and knowledgeable of
image makers, but are faced with the
fundamental problem that they are generally
unable to see the colours of the objects they
acquire. I intend to explore this murky topic a little
and suggest some
guidelines, implicitly
recognising that astroimages reveal an
unseen part of the
natural world whose
colours are unseen,
but not unknown.’
In the venders’ pavilion during the break - guests took the opportunity to check out some
amazing art while waiting in line at the book stall - great book s covering fields of astronomy to suit
all ages. I grabbed ‘Death by Black Hole’ by Neil Degrasse Tyson, another book to add to my library.
Amazing art work by David Ardley ‘Our Place in the Big Picture’ - oil on aluminium
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The Speakers - Day 2, cont. ~
Dr Alan Duffy, computational astrophysicist: The Search for Earth 2.0
‘Dr Duffy describes the advances in telescopes and
satellites that have ushered in this new era of
exoplanet research, where thousands of alien worlds
have been explored that have tested our theories of
planet formation to its limits. Even more excitingly is
the next generation of facilities that make possible the
discovery of the twin of our planet, Earth 2.0, and
potentially even detecting life itself.’

Geoff Notkin: Space Rocks, Nuts and Bolts: The Secret Science of Meteorites
‘What are meteorites? Where do they come from? How do we find them and who names them? Science writer,
adventurer, National Space Society Governor and star of TV’s Meteorite Men, Geoff Notkin, presents a lively,
original talk that answers these questions and delves into other aspects of a fascinating field that encompasses
aspects of astronomy, chemistry, physics, and
the search for extraterrestrial debris on Earth.’

Geoff Notk in previously
donated a meteorite to the
Byron Bay Public School
(see June Update EH).

James Gilmour, Gilmour Space Technologies: Leaving Earth - Rocketry in the New Milennium
As the world ushers in a New Space Renaissance,
Australia could be poised to compete on a global
scale. James details his journey with his brother
as they look to provide low cost access to space
through advanced hybrid rocketry technology
delivering payloads to space cheaper and safer
starting from late 2019. It is rocket science.
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The Last Finale
The Giveaways were drawn, a couple of luck y people going home with
some extra baggage: Graham Lowndes won the print of Jupiter - No
doubt, Noeleen will be purloining that :) . Geoff Notk in donated a
Lunar meteorite fragment to add to the prizes.

A group selfie was in order - what a good idea!

The audience was enthralled throughout the conference.
And it’s all over bar the shouting -

The Final Bow

Photo credits: Leigh Rolfe, Dylan O’Donnell, Bronwyn Smith, Noeleen Lowndes and Julie Lancaster.
The descriptions have been extracted from the session details provided at the conference and on the Star Stuff webpage.
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Wow… StarStuff II at Bryon Bay was just Awesome!
- Noeleen Lowndes
I really thought that last year’s StarStuff I was just amazing, but this year’s event was just electric with speakers presenting from
Australia and overseas who were so diverse in there topics that I’m sure that each and everyone of the nearly 400 people who
attended found something that excited them.
Our member Dylan O’Donnell has truly surpassed himself again in creating this rock and roll style stellar event for space
enthusiasts. With help from his friends from the Southern Astronomical Society and local astronomers from the Northern Rivers
area of NSW, we really had a fantastic astronomy and space festival to rival anything that’s held here in Australia.
Julie Lancaster has put together a fantastic report and display of many of the pictures taken, all I would like to say is, I’m just so
proud of each and everyone of our SAS members who helped with the event, for the people who did not come…well all I can say is,
you missed out on an absolutely wonderful weekend of astronomy and space!
Thank you to all our SAS members for there incredible help: Brendan Junge, Tony
Kim, Julie Lancaster, James Fox, Joe Zerafa, Kevin Dixon, my husband Graham
Lowndes and Bronwyn Smith and her young son Fraser who was just amazing :-)
To all the other astronomers
from the Northern Rivers area
especially Ben Rigby, Nathan
Russell, Luk e Stone,
Malcolm Davies and his
friends from North Coast
Astronomy, thank you so
much for supporting this
awesome event.
Everyone was just so
excited to view the
night sky through your
telescopes.
I’d also like to thank a
couple of our guests,
Jonathan Bradshaw
who set up his large
Lunt solar telescope
on Sunday with
Renato Langersek to
show everyone the
solar surface in Ha
…everyone was very
impressed!

I really enjoyed helping Dylan with the MC work and
had great satisfaction showing everyone how to take
pictures of the night sky during the astrophotography
workshops which were held over both nights, there
were many screams of delight later in the evening as
people were able to capture their own Milky Way
images to take home with there own cameras…so
mission accomplished!
Dylan has posted his excellent presentation from the
event titled ‘ I Can’t Believe It’s Not Science’ on his
YouTube channel; please go to the link at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfYZDdIbEKI
Please enjoy all the images, Noeleen Lowndes :-)
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SAS Gallery
The next generation scientists and astronomers:
Zen O’Donnell and Fraser Smith

Photo credits: Noeleen Lowndes, Dylan O’Donnell, Chris Wheeler,
Geoff, Krebs, Bronwyn Smith, Julie Lancaster

Dylan O’Donnell, Zen’s dad, took home this new dome,
(accessories not included J✨)

Beau Chaseling with Chris Wheeler (SAS member)
‘Beau was invited to attend for free given his achievement at school and gave an impassioned
5 minute speech on the role and value of science and answering questions about the
unk nown. He was also on ch10’s “The Project” on Sunday night (15 July).’ - Dylan O’Donnell
By all accounts, Beau is a very bright 12 year old and is destined to go far, sitting his HSC in
physics and chemistry in November.
Not many 12 year olds could contemplate studying Year 12 science but Beau is lapping it up.
For more, follow the link : Beau Chaseling
Young Fraser Smith certainly made an impact on the
guest speak ers. Here with Greg Quick e, look ing
overjoyed at wearing Greg’s huge white hat.

Brendan Junge (Mr Astro
pants) setting up his gear on
the stargazing field.
Ben Rigby with Greg Quick e who was
more than happy to mingle with the crowd.

Nathan Russell with his amazing setup & the awesome night
sk y over Byron Bay from the stargazing field
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SAS Gallery ~ cont

‘Stairway to the Sun’ - Sunday morning from ‘The Heart of the Bay’ - Elements Resort, Byron Bay.Tak en at
sunrise before I needed to be back on deck at the Registration Desk - Julie Lancaster
Geoff Krebs - My highlight was getting to chat to Greg Quick e & have Prof Alan
Duffy check out my scope set up on the Astro Nites.
The other guy is the artist,
David Ardley who exhibited
his Moon & universe there.
Fraser Smith was a very
luck y young man. Bronwyn,
his mum, scored the job of
escorting Amy Shira Teitel
and Geoff Notk in to the Gold
Coast. Geoff, very
generously, gave Fraser a
meteorite sample
accompanied with a
certificate.

John and Lilly from Bintel encouraging
quests to purchase their wares in the
venders’ pavilion -

Noeleen Lowndes with John
Sark issian, operations scientist,
Park es Radio Observatory - up close
and personal with the Mercury capsule
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Duncan Gillespie - In Memoriam
Many members and friends would be aware and saddened by the passing of our fellow member and dear
friend Duncan Gillespie. Duncan passed away on the 14th June, surrounded by his loving family.
Duncan was a very valued member of our club. He was
always the first to put his hand up to help with our
school and public field nights, bringing along his large
telescope and showing everyone the night sky. He
thoroughly enjoyed these events.
Duncan was also a committed committee member
where he fulfilled the role as treasurer for many years;
in this role he received the SAS Member of the Year
award in 2012. Duncan also went on to be the clubs vice-president and also tried
out being president. In these roles he was of great help and support. Duncan was
always such a gentleman and made sure that I was never left alone to lock up
after everyone had left after our general meetings. I think him being a retired police
officer made him thoughtful and mindful of others. Another very noble attribute of
this very fine man.
Over the last couple of years a few of his dreams had come true, where he had started to travel around the country and also
overseas. He also finally acquired that beautiful Sirius observatory and 6 inch Takahashi refractor telescope that he had always
wanted which he set up in his back garden… what a smile he had on his face last year when I went and visited him, he was so
proud!
Duncan helping out on the
Solar day

Duncan attended quite a few of our general meetings while going through his
cancer treatment. He loved being around his mates at SAS and hearing all about
what we were up too.

SAS Christmas Party 2017 with the guys

Duncan with SAS for InOMN 2017

- and a bottle of wine to take home
When I came back from Norway in March after seeing the Northern Lights he was back in
hospitable, but he wanted to hear all about the beauty of the auroras. When I came back
from America I rang him again, but unfortunately by this time he was very sick and a few
days later he passed away.
Duncan’s funeral was held at the Great Southern Memorial Park at Carbrook on the 26th June
where flowers were sent on behalf of all his friends from SAS. Also attending on the day from
SAS were: Julie Lancaster, Joe Zerafa, Colin Drescher, John Crane, Chris Wheeler, my
husband Graham and myself who paid our respects to his family. Goodbye dear friend, may
your spirit fly freely among the Stars, we will miss you!
Noeleen Lowndes
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ASTRO
QUIZ
Here’s something to test your astronomy knowledge or , at least , test your
research skills.
Below you’ll find a set of five questions which will be posed to the attending members and guests at the next
SAS meeting. There will also be some additional question included.
1st Rule: first correct answer wins. 2nd Rule: have fun.
The prizes: mini treats - Mars Bars and Milky Bars.
The answers to the following questions will be published in next month’s newsletter, for the interested.

July Quiz
1

In which year was the Mt Stromlo Observatory destroyed by a
bush fire?

2

Armstrong, Aldrin, Collins are craters on which solar system
object?

3

Which planet has the moons Pan, Atlas, Janus, Rhea

4

If light travels at 300,000km/s, how long would it take light to
travel to 900,000kms

5

True or False. Galileo invented the telescope?

May Quiz answers:
1.The names of moons around which planet are named after characters in Shakespearian plays? Uranus
2.How many of the stars in the Great Square of Pegasus are in that constellation?
Three
3. What is the proper name of the star in Boőtes of apparent magnitude of 0.24?
Arcturus
4. Which Saturnian moon is the anagram of ‘hear’?
Rhea
5. In which constellation is the variable star ‘Mira’?
Cetus
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Members’ Gallery
Greg Bock ~ 14 July 2017

New Comet

Big night for me last night...I confirmed a new and
previously unknown comet which was discovered very
early Saturday morning by the Ohio State University
supernova search team with whom I collaborate
closely. They alerted me to the new discovery and
their need for more detailed photos to confirm that it
was indeed a comet. This was about 4am when I was
about to jump in to bed after just closing Leyburn
Observatory a few minutes before. Oh no, what to
do??....go back and open up and take photos of
course, who needs sleep.
So, by 6:30am the Sun was about to rise and I had a
bunch of photos of the new celestial visitor complete
with a tiny tail and unmistakable movement against
the background of stars.
It's not much to see in my photos, but I find it exciting
to help the professional community with their
discoveries. At this stage, i dont have any info about
its size, or location near us, or if it will brighten much
more, but hopefully someone with more data and
knowledge than me can work that out soon.
Of course, I just had to celebrate with a glass of Port
before going to bed...

For anyone who has a larger telescope..something to chase. 24 July 2018
My latest supernova discovery for the BOSS team, and my personal 14th supernova discovery. For someone who spends a lot
of time looking up with a telescope, it's very satisfying to be involved in 2 discoveries in 9 days, this new supernova and a new
comet known as 'Comet ASASSN2' or 'C/2018 N2' ...gotta be happy with that!
It's been more than 2 years since my last discovery, so this was a long time coming.
It is known as AT2018ecf, and was discovered last night.
That little point of light at the end of the yellow lines is a massive star much bigger than our Sun blowing itself to bits.
It is located in one of the outer edges of an arm of the face-on spiral galaxy known as PGC50325. The galaxy lies about 104
million light years away from us, so it has taken that long to arrive here and fall onto my camera detector.
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Members’ Gallery ~ cont.
Chris Wheeler ~ Leyburn 15 and 16 July
Moon and Venus 16 July

Milky Way over ‘Lucky Frog’ Observatory 15 July

Klaus Schlussler 17 July 2018
Eagle and Swan Nebulae 9 images no darks no flats far to much vignetting but a full frame Camera can capture both Nebula
integration_DBE_HT_TGV_US_LRGB_CURVE
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Members’ Gallery ~ cont.
Ray Suckling ~ Leyburn
Subject : IC2948, Running Chicken/Bat Nebula
/ Centaurus
Date 14 July 2018
Exposure : L 6 x 360sec, R 3 x 360sec, G 3 x
360sec, B 3 x 360sec
Camera : SBIG ST8300m
Filter : L, R, G, B
Lens : Takahashi FS102, F/L 800 mm, F8
ISO/ASA, Binning : 1 x 1
Guiding : Autoguided through a 50mm Orion
mini guider using a QHY5 camera
Mount : EQ6 (Hypertuned)
Processing : Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky
Stacker, DDP in CCDOps, Deconvolution in
CCDSharp and Processed in Photoshop
Notes : Camera temp -20C. Jet Stream
overhead.

Subject : IC4628, Splash of Milk/Prawn Nebula /
Scorpius
Date : 13 July 2018
Exposure : L 7 x 600sec, R 3 x 600sec, G 4 x
600sec, B 3 x 600sec
Camera : SBIG ST8300m
Filter : L, R, G, B
Lens : Takahashi FS102, F/L 800 mm, F8
ISO/ASA, Binning : 1 x 1
Guiding : Autoguided through a 50mm Orion mini
guider using a QHY5 camera
Mount : EQ6 (Hypertuned)
Processing : Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky
Stacker, DDP in CCDOps, Deconvolution in
CCDSharp and Processed in Photoshop
Notes : Camera temp -20C. Jet Stream overhead.

Subject : M55, NGC 6809 / Sagittarius
Date: 14 July 2018
Exposure : L 6 x 300sec, R 3 x 300sec, G 3 x
300sec, B 3 x 300sec
Camera : SBIG ST8300m
Filter : L, R, G, B
Lens : Takahashi FS102, F/L 800 mm, F8
ISO/ASA, Binning : 1 x 1
Guiding : Autoguided through a 50mm Orion mini
guider using a QHY5 camera
Mount : EQ6 (Hypertuned)
Processing : Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky
Stacker, DDP in CCDOps, Deconvolution in CCDSharp
and Processed in Photoshop
Notes : Camera temp -20C. Jet Stream overhead.
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Society Information
Contacts:
PRESIDENT (Acting) - Brendan Junge brendan@inmotionfitness.c om.au
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376

Meeting venue:
Restoration Society, 193 Rifle Range Road Pimpama

Committee Meeting 5:30 pm,
General Meeting 7.30pm

Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc,
PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon
copy email so others cannot see your email address - if
you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform the
sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may
contain images of or may identify members/friends
attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro
quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and
Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer
this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing. If
members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution,
please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a
future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and
on the SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as the
original work of the person submitting them. The SAS
and its members accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever if the person submitting them has used
another person’s property without their permission or
consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the
copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified)
and comprise their own technical and/or other
information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS or
its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2018 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 10th to 12th August 2018
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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SAS Calendar 2018

Website at http://sas.org.au

From February 2018 Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)
Jenny Robinson (President)
Mobile: 0468 602 846

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa

E-mail: lynneandjenny@gmail.com

Mobile: 0421 866 376

MEETING DATES 2018
MEETINGS

LEYBURN

Committee 5:30pm

New Moon Weekends
Friday to Sunday

General

7:30pm

JANUARY

No meeting

19th to 21st

FEBRUARY

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

MARCH

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

APRIL

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

MAY

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

JUNE

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

JULY

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

AUGUST

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

OCTOBER

Saturday 27th

5th to 7th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

DECEMBER

TBC

7th to 9th

SEPTEMBER

OTHER DATES

First meeting at Pimpama

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) TBC

Xmas BBQ TBC

*Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the year. Please check the current
EH newsletter for details.
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Links & Resources
From the SAS website
Astrophotography processing:
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy,
videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane
Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and binoculars by the dozen and
offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre, Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.
They also conduct Dark Sky Star Parties at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and information can be found on
Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
Bintel for all your astromical gadgets.Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711. Email: info@bintel.com.au
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037 (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off )
https://www.bintel.com.au/

BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore,
you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State
Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as a
group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features entertaining and
informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy the different Planetarium
facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the Galaxy Gift shop. One of
the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter
projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size replica of Neil Armstrong’s
lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by Siding
Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub and the
full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/

24

