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Welcome to the September 2018 edition of Event Horizon. It hasn’t been a great month for
observing/astro-imaging due to the weather. But let’s face it, we needed the rain.
AGM: 22 September is the AGM BBQ – welcome the new committee & awards presented.

The Year in Review: A compilation of members’ images contributed throughout the year.
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welcome. Send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
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Astronomy Calendar 2019:
Still some available at the meetings $16
Astronomy 2019 Australia:
Not available till early October
StarFest: http://www.starfest.org.au/ 28-29 SeptemberThe ultimate opportunity to indulge in astronomy.
Guide to Meteor Showers Link Spring and Summer offer the best chances.
Upcoming tour: Michio Kaku: Future of Humanity: Brisbane - 10 November South Bank
Piazza: https://thisisit42.com/events
Sky Maps: Download your copy on first of the month. More about ‘what’s up’ at: nightskyonline
Membership cards: for membership issues, please contact Joe Zerafa (membership officer)
joezsas@gmail.com
Clear Skies –
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Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving
members and visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.

The SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The Society actively
encourages Observational Astronomy, Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory
Construction. Many of our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and
have indeed become very proficient. Our members have contributed data for lunar &
planetary observations, comet observations, variable star observations and supernova
searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics, observatories
and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at Heritage Park,
Restoration Society grounds, 193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama - take exit 49 from the M1.
Anyone interested is invited to attend a meeting to see what we do, or to join. Please
contact us for further information. All members and visitors are invited to contribute
items of interest at these meetings. The SAS Calendar is available on the website.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually. Membership cards are valid for 12
months from the date of payment. Financial members enjoy the facilities of the SAS
website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
SAS Website The SAS Website is a great way to access information about the upcoming
meetings, SAS newsletters, ‘Event Horizon’ (past and current), SAS outreach, SAS Library
information & book lists, Links & Resources, membership information (fees etc.) and
contacts as well as much more. http://www.sas.org.au/
Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow.
The book list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.
Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members
to hire.
SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space
news and to share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise
items for sale.
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Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the
meeting dates. The newsletter is emailed out via the SAS Mailing list (blind copy). All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography.
Please contact us if you would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also
available on the SAS website and is posted to the SAS Facebook Page.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please
see the SAS Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1
milliwatt are restricted items and classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20
milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized astronomical
organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER
POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are listed here as
well as on the website.

Qld Laser Laws

NSW Laser Laws

Hi Fellow Skywatchers
Well, it is time again for me to jot down a few words
for your perusal.

It is AGM time again! This last year has just gone by so fast.
I want to personally thank the committee of 2017/2018. I greatly appreciate all the
work done by Our President - Jenny Robinson, Secretary - Michael Adams,
Treasurer - Bryan Pott, Committee Members - Colin Drescher, Brian Holbrook,
John Crane (Scout Group Coordinator) and Joe Zerafa (Membership Officer).
In addition, I want to thank Julie Lancaster for all of her help with the Event Horizon
and the tireless work she has put in behind to scenes making sure our club ran
smoothly in Jenny's absence. We could not have done it without you Julie.
I am very excited to see our club moving forward with the committee of 2018/2019
and whole-heartedly thank again those who are stepping down from their current
committee positions for all of their efforts in building this club to be not only an
amazing astronomical society, but a great bunch of people who are willing to help
anyone who asks for it.
WOW, this month's Saturn in the Park was amazing! We had so many members
turn out to assist making it a memorable event for our local community. We had at
least 500 people attend and look up as demonstrated by the photos and the
amount of SAS cards we handed out. I want to thank everyone who helped out and
a special thank you to Noeleen for all of her efforts in organising this wonderful
annual outreach.
Time for me to go now. So as I always say.... Get you gear out, point it up and have
fun.
Clear skies always,

Brendan Junge
(Acting President)
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GENERAL MEETING TIMES
AGM & BBQ - Saturday, 22 September 2018 6:00pm
Special Event: InOMN Saturday 20th October, 2018
Saturday, 27th October 2018 @7:30pm
Saturday, 24th November 2018 @ 7:30pm

Leyburn weekend: 5th – 7th October 2018

Heritage Park, South Coast Restoration Society - Pimpama
Saturday, 22 September 2018
Members and their guests are invited to the SAS Annual General Meeting from 6pm.
A lucky door prize will be drawn during the night.
Live music: Ray Suckling and his band, the RoomatiX will be featuring music from the 60s.

So bring your dancing shoes and be prepared to enjoy yourself!
This is a BYO BBQ, so please bring your choice of meat, drinks as well as comfortable chair.
The SAS committee will be providing salads, desserts and bread rolls etc.

If it’s a clear night, feel free to bring your telescopes for some observing.
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International Observe the Moon Night
Getting there:
Location at ‘Woodstock’ 231 Plunkett Road, Tamborine Village 4270
Beaudesert Beenleigh Road to Chardon Bridge Road, to Plunkett Road.
* Heading along Beaudesert/Beenleigh Road from Beenleigh towards Tamborine either
turn right onto Chardon Bridge Road at Cedar Creek State School then soon left into
Plunkett Road, then travel 4.5 KLMs to 231, on left is a gate to WOODSTOCK
OR
On Beaudesert/Beenleigh Road keep driving through Cedar Creek to the Tamborine
Village round-about, then turn right to Waterford-Tamborine Road and travel 3.4 KLMs,
then turn right into Plunkett Road, and travel a further 2.4 KLMs and see a gate to
WOODSTOCK on right
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Cassini’s Grande Finale
15 September 2017
Credit: NASA/Caltec

21St August – Total Solar Eclipse by
Noeleen Lowndes and the ISS
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nasahqphoto/
#Eclipse2017

Solar flares - Mike Geisel

Moon Dylan
O’Donnell
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Saturn In the Park 2017
Silver Dollar Galaxy- Greg Bock
Star Trails – Noeleen Lowndes
Noeleen Lowndes presents
Dylan O’Donnell with the
SAS Member of the Year Award
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InOMN 2017
Orion Nebula –
Tony Kim
ESA & Star Trails Dylan O’Donnell
SAS Boarding Pass
for Mars Insight
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‘Oumuamua’

- but what is
it? Comet? Asteroid? Alien
space ship!!?
Courtesy of European Southern
Observatory, M. Kornmesser

Large Magellanic Cloud –
Mike Geisel
Helix Nebula, Orion Nebula–
Klaus Schlussler
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Astronomy - on a bad day.
Noeleen Lowndes
SAS Christmas BBQ .
Pat Pearl scored his first supernova.
Horsehead and Orion Nebulae - Dylan O’Donnell
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Rosette Nebula – Tony Kim
Flaming Star Nebula – Mike Geisel
M78 reflection nebula in Orion – Greg Bock
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Illusions of light from Macleay Is
– Chris Wheeler
Sunspot group –
Noeleen Lowndes

Elon Musk’s Roadster
launched into space
Photographer Alexx Mayes
captured this view of the
Falcon Heavy's third burn near
Reno, Nevada on Feb. 6, 2018.
Credit: Alexx Mayes

Rosette Nebula –
Dylan O’Donnell
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Stephen Hawking
1942 -2018 R.I.P.
(art credit: Mitchell Toy)
Pleiades - Ray Suckling
Horsehead Nebula –
Howie Smith
The Northern Lights –
Noeleen Lowndes
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Saturn – Tony Kim
Aurora Australis – Cradle Mt
(Middlesex, TAS Jai Moyle)

Omega Centauri – Greg Bock
Southern Pinwheel Galaxy –
Chris Wheeler
Vela supernova remnant –
Mike Geisel
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War and Peace - Brendan Junge
Lagoon Nebula – Tony Kim

Meteorite donated by Geoff
Notkin (aka Meteorite Man).
Later handed over to the Byron
Bay Public School
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Stargazing Live – ISS Lunar transit
Dylan O’Donnell

Duncan Gillespie R.I.P
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Star Stuff!!

Qld Astrofest – Chris Wheeler
Veil Nebula – Tony Kim
Parker Solar Probe (credit NASA)
Ray Suckling – Sigma Scorpius
Rho Ophiuchus – Dylan O’Donnell
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Images by Noeleen Lowndes

Thank you so much to all of our SAS members who so kindly brought along their telescopes for our Saturn
in the Park event on Saturday night, 15th September.
It was like a great big Star Party with at least 450-500 people turning up to look at the night sky…it was
amazing!
There were so many families who came along with young children and the delight on their faces as they
viewed the planets and our Moon for the very first time was just priceless…this is what these nights are
all about, sharing the beauty of the Universe with them all. ☺ Noeleen Lowndes
(15th September was also the anniversary of the Cassini mission’s Grande Finale – Editor)

Two young
getting ready
to check the
sky

SAS crew getting ready for the evening

19 ▲

Noeleen Lowndes, Bronwyn and
Fraser Smith

Top row: L to R –Ralph Dunn, Roy Duncan, John Crane, Ian Thackwell, Brendan Junge
Bottom row: L to R Ray Suckling, Mark Boothman, Alwyn Milligan, Brendan Carr
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Ralph Dunn with a line-up

Brendan Carr & Tony Kim

Kevin Dixon with Bob Clark
and his new 20 inch scope
Tony Kim
Bronwyn & Fraser Smith
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John Crane, Ray Suckling & Bob Clark

These images have been shared on the SAS Facebook Group page and can be accessed there, if you have a Facebook account. To date, there are up to 550
people enjoying the page. You’ll find upcoming events, items of interest and information on astronomy related tours. Join the page: share your ideas and
wonderful astrophotography. If you have astro/photography gear to sell, feel free to place your ad on the page.

Great news! There’s a new kid on the block:
Toowoomba Astronomy
http://www.toowoomba-astronomy.org/

Ph.D. Student’s Thesis Presents “Scientific Evidence”
The Earth Is Flat
http://www.thescinewsreporter.com/2018/08/phd-studentsthesis-presents-scientific.html
(Any theory can be made to sound feasible but is there really
science behind the argument ? - Editor )
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David Bainbridge – 10 September 2018
Lagoon Nebula from the backyard through a
UHC filter. 30 120s subs 15 darks

Tony Kim – 10 September 2018
Ptolemy’s Cluster (M7). Didn't want to waste a clear
moonless night so headed to the dam. Using the ED80
while I wait for the Esprit to arrive.
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Postal address:
Southern Astronomical Society Inc ,
PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207

PRESIDENT (Acting) - Brendan Junge - brendan@inmotionfitness.com.au
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER – Joe Zerafa Ph 0421886376 joezsas@gmail.com

THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy email so others cannot
see your email address – if you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform the
sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may contain images of or may
identify members/friends attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro
quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest
etc); if you would prefer this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing. If
members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution, please contact the Membership
Officer by mail or at a future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and on the
SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as the original work of the person
submitting them. The SAS and its members accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever if the person submitting them has used another person’s property without
their permission or consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the copyright of the
contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise their own technical and/or other
information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE

Meeting venue:

Friday to Sunday, 5th to 7th October 2018

This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living
permanently on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New
Moon weekend and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on
her mobile for more information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going
out to the property on 0428 248526...thank you.
*By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
$5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
•

LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast

•

ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS in town cost $85 per room - book on 07
46950155

•

WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared

Restoration Society,

•

KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils

193 Rifle Range Road Pimpama

•

POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!

•

DRINKING WATER: BYO

•

LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper

•

SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.

•

MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

Times:
Committee Meeting 5: 30 pm
General Meeting 7.30pm

DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field -you will be
greeted & guided to a park
CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and around the
toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very cold (down to -6), so
bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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For further information contact:
PRESIDENT (acting) - Brendan Junge 0414750083 brendan@inmotionfitness.com.au
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa 0421 866 376 joezsas@gmail.com
Website http://sas.org.au
Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209 (Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)

Meetings: Committee 5:30pm
General 7:30pm

Leyburn New moon

January

No meeting

19th to 21st

February

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

March

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

April

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

May

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

June

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

July

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

August

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

September

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

October

Saturday 27th

5th to 9th

November

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

December

Saturday (date to be confirmed)

7th to 9th
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Other - *Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the
year. Please check the current EH newsletter for details.

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th July

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) 20th October

Astronomy Gear

Astronomical Observatories

Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and
binoculars by the dozen and offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre,
Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.

Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features
entertaining and informative programs for children and adults. One of the venue's highlights is the optical star
projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter projection dome. Sir
Thomas Brisbane Planetarium

Dark Sky Star Parties are conducted at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and
information can be found on Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au

Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport. Contact Jim Barclay on
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/

Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronomy community.
Discounts for SAS members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD
4119 Ph 3423 2355 Link: http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/

Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics,
located approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was
damaged in the 2003 Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced
Instrumentation Technology Centre and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building.
Tours and observing nights are available via the link: http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromloobservatory

Bintel for all your astronomical gadgets. Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711.
Email: info@bintel.com.au (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off ) https://www.bintel.com.au/
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037

Annual Astronomy/Science Festivals
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period
of approximately 10 days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/

Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events
hosted by Siding Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture,
the exciting Science in the Pub and the full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring
Observatory. http://www.starfest.org.au/
World Science Festival is being held in Brisbane 6 years during March. For those interested in other fields
of science as well as astronomy, videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line.
http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane

Special Interest
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who

have worked together as a group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae
in the southern sky. http://www.bosssupernova.com/

Astrophotography
AstroToaster AstroToaster is a freeware application for obtaining semi-live views of astronomical
images using a DSLR, CCD (or any camera that can produce static astronomical images)
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Siding Spring Observatory located atop Mt Woorut (~1160m) 27km west of Coonabarabran on the
eastern edge of the Warrumbungle National Park is Australia's premier optical and infrared
astronomical observatory. The link gives details for visitors:
http://www.sidingspringobservatory.com.au/visitors.html

Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more: https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-skyguides/

Parkes Radio Telescope - Parkes radio telescope is an icon of Australian science, and one part of the
Australia Telescope National Facility. Follow the link for more details:
Parkes Radio Telescope visitor information

Free/low cost science
BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night
at the Qld State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs
people to register. There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to
speak to the presenters. Also, the talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/

The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science

communicators as they battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known
figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore, you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and
comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets:
$10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/

