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View From the Editor’s Desk
They say a picture paints a thousand words…. So this month’s
Event Horizon has quite a few thousand words!
Unfortunately I’ve had a few things to deal with over the last
couple of month’s so this month’s Event Horizon definitely relies
on help from others!
As usual Julie has provided a wonderful Librarian's Report,
Noeleen has supplied fantastic images of the World Record
Stargazing event and Ray and Dylan have provided some fantastic
images…
A special mention to Dylan O’Donnell for providing this month’s
cover taken fom the Pinnacles which are north of Perth…
Enjoy!
Cheers,

Mario
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Dear Members and Friends
Thank you so much to
everyone who came and
supported the Guinness
Book of Records Stargazing
event on the 21st August
2015 at the All Saints
Anglican
School
at
Merrimac. It was so
heartening to see that we had
at least 25 telescopes on
display and MP Karen
Andrews was very appreciative to you all for supporting
this wonderful event for Science Week. Everyone that
came along on the night really enjoyed themselves and
were very excited to be part of the record. As always, the
weather let us down, but that did not spoil the spirit of the
event and at times we got to see briefly some stars, the
Moon and Saturn, and how about those commemorative
little telescopes that everybody had…. they were so cute
:-)
So how did we go? Confirmation has still not be confirmed
but the latest numbers are over 9000 people at Multiple
Sites across Australia…we only needed to have 3007
across Australia to break the record which was held by
Mexico. Mt Stromlo in Canberra broke there record with
1869 they only needed to have 640 at one site to break that
record. Mt Stromlo already have their certificate, but it’s
taking longer for our one. (Please see some photos in the
EH gallery that I took on the night and once again THANK
YOU to everyone who supported the event)
Our clubs next public viewing event is for International
Observe the Moon Night (InOMN) which is being held at
‘Woodstock’ at 231 Plunkett Road at Tamborine on
Saturday the 19th September, this event will also be a great
night for all members just to get there telescopes out and
enjoy an evening of stargazing. A map and flyer for the
night is in this edition of EH and committee member Bryan
Pott is the coordinator, please give him a call on his mobile
on 0431 096511if you need to know any more details.

Our next general meeting is the clubs AGM on Saturday the
26th September; the start time will be the usual 7.30pm where
we’ll have our yearly presentations and the introduction of the
new management committee for 2015/2016. I am very happy
to say that we’ve received nominations for all positions :-)
If the night is clear, please bring along your telescopes for a
viewing, we’ll also have lucky door prizes and at the end of
the meeting we are going to have a nice supper. If you would
like to bring along a plate of goodies to share then please feel
free to.
Just a few words about our school field nights, unfortunately
because of all this cloudy weather every one of them have had
to be cancelled…which was just a shame, thank you to John
Crane for organising the scout groups yet again and also to
Michael Adams for organising the Park Lake State School at
Pacific Pines. I did manage to visit the Cubby Care
Kindergarten at Upper Coomera but that was just a lovely day
visit, which all the little ones enjoyed immensely. Thank you
also to Dylan O’Donnell who has just visited the Ocean Shores
State School in NSW for an astronomy and space talk, thank
you to all our members who offered to help on these school
nights, perhaps in the coming months we may have a bit more
luck with the weather!
I also hope you all managed to Send you Name to Mars for a
bit of fun, always check our websites message board for
upcoming events and changes to these events…this is also a
members only area if you need to buy, sell or ask any
questions, so please use it…
Looking forward to seeing you all at our AGM on the 26th
September, and here’s hoping we have lovely fine weather for
the 19th September for our InOMN night.

Noeleen Lowndes

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 19 September 2015

@

6:00pm - IOMN

Saturday, 26 September 2015

@

7:30pm - AGM

Saturday, 24 October 2015

@

7:30pm
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Notes from the SAS Library

- by

Julie Lancaster

(Librarian - Lyn Ahern)

2016 Calendars
The new Ice In Space calendars are out. I have
ordered 12 copies of the Astronomy Calendar (seen
at left). I am offering them to members for $15.50
each. If they are delivered before the September
meeting, they will be available at the AGM. If not, from
the October meeting onwards till sold out. People may
wish to order directly on line from Ice In Space on the
link: http://shop.iceinspace.com.au/

Also available is the Southern Sky calendar (seen at right).
Ice In Space offer the calendars for $19.00 plus $4.25
postage. If ordering 2 or more, you’ll receive a 20%
discount plus the flat postage rate of $4.25 within Australia.

Book Review
Flash! The hunt for the biggest explosions in the universe - written by
Govert Schilling and the English version published in 2002.
Although this book is a number of years old, it is historically significant as it
describes how the first gamma-ray burst was discovered, an amazing story in
itself.
The Blurb – ‘The origin and nature of gamma-ray bursts is currently one of
the greatest mysteries in astrophysics. These tremendously powerful blasts
produce more energy in a fraction of a second than our Sun does in ten billion
years. Since their accidental discovery by American spy satellites over thirty
years ago, astronomers have striven to understand these enigmatic
explosions. It is only recently, thanks to an Italian-Dutch satellite, and powerful
telescopes both on the ground and in space, that the mystery is beginning to
be unravelled. Astronomers now realise that gamma-ray bursts are probably
related to the birth of black holes in extremely distant galaxies. Flash!
describes the fast moving field of gamma ray burst research, from the initial
detection right up to the most recent discoveries. Based on interviews with
leading scientists, this exciting book provides an inside view of the scientific
challenges involved in unravelling the mystery of gamma-ray bursts.’
(from the preface) ‘Flash! tells how this new and fascinating domain of
astronomy came to be and at the same time offers a behind the scenes
glimpse of modern astronomical research.’
***** There are currently just over 180 members now enjoying the page the SAS Facebook group page.
That’s 50 more since the last newsletter. It’s encouraging to see a number of these members actually
joining the Society as well. *****
It’s also very encouraging to see past members of the SAS joining the Facebook page. It’s great to see
people posting their astrophotos and comments to the page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11624628300/ For those already on Facebook, the page is easy to find, just
follow the link or click the Facebook symbol on the website. In order to join the page which enables posting items on
the page, etc., people need to request to join. Once your request has been accepted, you are on your way.
Happy reading!
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19 September 2015
International Observe the Moon Night
C
Caalllliinngg aallll L
Luunnaa--lloovveerrss!!
Seeing the moon in a whole new light

Field Night: International Observe the Moon Night
(InOMN) is an annual event that is dedicated to encouraging people to look
up’ and take notice of our nearest neighbour, the Moon.

Organised by: Tamborine Village Lions Club
Presented by: Southern Astronomical Society,
South East Queensland

Date: Saturday, 19 September 2015
Time: 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Venue at: Woodstock - Youth Enterprise Trust
231 Plunkett Road, Tamborine 4270
Gold coin entry donation appreciated
Sausage sizzle proceeds towards Tamborine Village Lions Clubs projects
Weather permitting – contact: 0431096511/0401217347
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19 September 2015
International Observe the Moon Night

Field Night: WANTED for International Observe the Moon
Night, anyone with a Telescope that could assist me for the
public viewing on Saturday, 19 September at WOODSTOCK,
231 Plunkett Road, Tamborine 4270, from 6pm to 9pm
(Setup scopes from 5pm)
It would be greatly appreciated as permission had to be granted for the use of the
property, Tamborine Village Lions Club will supply all participating SAS members
with a BBQ and drinks, parking & toilets on site.
Please contact me so I know who will help, as food numbers required for Lions,
Thanks.
Bryan Pott
(SAS Committee Member)
Phone: 07 55438193
Mob: 0431096511
Email:bryan_pott@yahoo.com.au

Directions- WOODSTOCK – YOUTH ENTERPRISE TRUST
231, PLUNKETT ROAD, TAMBORINE 4270 QLD
Beaudesert Beenleigh Road to Chardon Bridge Road, to Plunkett Road
Heading along Beaudesert/Beenleigh Road from Beenleigh towards Tamborine
either turn right onto Chardon Bridge Road at Cedar Creek State School then
soon left into Plunkett Road, then travel 4.5 KLMs to 231, on left is a gate to
WOODSTOCK
OR
On Beaudesert/Beenleigh Road keep driving through Cedar Creek to the
Tamborine Village new round-about, then turn right to Waterford-Tamborine
Road and travel 3.4 KLMs, then turn right into Plunkett Road, and travel a
further 2.4 KLMs and see a gate to WOODSTOCK on right
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Getting there….
Woodstock
231 Plunkett Road
Tamborine
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Brendan Junge with Warwick and Glenn Burgess beside Warwick’s huge 18inch telescope!

Some of the SAS girls, Lyn Ahern, Julie Lancaster and Noeleen Lowndes with her telescope.
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Ray and Glenda Suckling with his telescope and Duncan Gillespie looking on with his
umbrella.

Hans Emmenegger and his wife setting up his telescope.
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Michael Adams and Joe Zarefa with some of the clubs 10inch telescopes.

Brendan Junge shows MP Karen Andrews through his telescopes.
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One of our new members Michael Bishop having fun looking through one of the
commemorative telescopes made especially for the Stargazing event.

‘Wow’…what a huge telescope! Lots of people were very impressed looking through Warwick’s
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One of our new members Alison Killen with her telescope and best friend.
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Looking at the stars….
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This is so cute - these are Hans Emmenegger's grandchildren, Raiden, Maia and Arlo,
looking through there little telescopes :-)

Everyone having fun looking at the sky during the Stargazing recording time.
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Members’ Astrophotos
Dylan O’Donnell
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Ray Suckling

Subject
Time/Date
Exposure
Camera
Filter
Lens
ISO/ASA, Binning
Guiding
Mount
Processing
Photographed at
By
Notes

: M8 & M20, NGC 6523 & 6514, Lagoon & Trifid Nebula / Sagittarius
: 1025 – 1253, 18/07/2015 UT
: L 9 x 360sec, R 9 x 360sec, G 3 x 360sec, B 3 x 360sec
: SBIG ST8300m
: L, R, G, B
: Synta ED 80 0.8X Reducer, Aperture 80mm, F/L 480 mm, F6
:1x1
: Autoguided through a 50mm Orion mini guider using a QHY5 camera
: EQ6 (Hypertuned)
: Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky Stacker, DDP in CCDOps,
Deconvolution in CCDSharp and Processed in Photoshop
: Leyburn
: Ray Suckling
: Camera temp -20C.
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Subject
Time/Date
Exposure
Camera
Filter
Lens
ISO/ASA, Binning
Guiding
Mount
Processing
Photographed at
By
Notes

: M16, NGC 6611, Eagle Nebula / Serpens Cauda
: 1043 – 1218, 17/07/2015 UT
: L 8 x 360sec, R 3 x 360sec, G 3 x 360sec, B 3 x 360sec
: SBIG ST8300m
: L, R, G, B
: Synta ED 80 0.8X Reducer, Aperture 80mm, F/L 480 mm, F6
:1x1
: Autoguided through a 50mm Orion mini guider using a QHY5
camera
: EQ6 (Hypertuned)
: Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky Stacker, DDP in CCDOps,
Deconvolution in CCDSharp and Processed in Photoshop
: Leyburn
: Ray Suckling
: Camera temp -20C.
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Subject
Time/Date
Exposure
Camera
Filter
Lens
ISO/ASA, Binning
Guiding
Mount
Processing
Photographed at
By
Notes

: M17, NGC 6618, Omega or Swan Nebula / Sagittarius
: 1226 – 1408, 17/07/2015 UT
: L 6 x 360sec, R 3 x 360sec, G 3 x 360sec, B 3 x 360sec
: SBIG ST8300m
: L, R, G, B
: Synta ED 80 0.8X Reducer, Aperture 80mm, F/L 480 mm, F6
:1x1
: Autoguided through a 50mm Orion mini guider using a QHY5 camera
: EQ6 (Hypertuned)
: Aligned and Stacked in Deep Sky Stacker, DDP in CCDOps, Deconvolution in
CCDSharp and Processed in Photoshop
: Leyburn
: Ray Suckling
: Camera temp -20C.
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Comet Panstarrs & Cat’s Paw Nebula
Dylan O’Donnell

ust like that, the southern skies were suddenly graced with a beautiful comet just as the sun set, and the moon chased
it over the western horizon. Just out of view with the naked eye, this brightness-enhanced image was taken using 39
exposures, separately stacked in order to show the amazing structure of this transient visitor. Comets normally have
two tails like this, a dust tail and an ion tail, but you might be able to see the longer tail here split in two also,
making it a three tailed wonder!
This was taken a few nights ago with my regular Canon 70D DSLR on a tripod at f4-5 – 5.6 / ISO 1600.

I tried and failed last year to get this, so I’m really happy I got it this time around! Of all the crazy things people
call nebula and constellations, this one I completely agree with. It’s as if God herself is a cat, and on the seventh day
having reviewed her creation and seen that it was good, lay her giant paw upon it and said “Now feed me.”
Of course, we could have opted for a more majestic name. Lions Paw perhaps. This emission nebula was discovered in
1837 in South Africa after all, by John Herschel himself. Some people go for “Bears Claw”.
But the internet loves cats so “Cats Paw” is fine by me.
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Society Information
Committee Meeting 6:00pm General Meeting 7.30pm
ORMEAU COMMUNITY CENTRE, McCreadie Rd, Ormeau
PRESIDENT - NOELEEN LOWNDES Ph 0407 126 452 MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376
Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc, PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy email so others cannot see your email address - if you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may contain
images of or may identify members/friends attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astroquiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and Leyburn Astrocamps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer this not to happen, please
advise the Society in writing. If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution, please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and on the SAS Web Site are presented in
good faith as the original work of the person submitting them. The SAS and its members accept no responsibility or liability whatsoever if the person submitting them has used another person’s property without their permission or consent.
Articles submitted by contributors are the copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise their own technical and/or other information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton.
By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
$5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)

2015 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 14th - 16th August
LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
ACCOMMODATION BYO tent, caravan OR
CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on 07 46950155
WEATHER very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
POWER BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
DRINKING WATER BYO LOO YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
SHOP 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc & local hotel with great value meals.
Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely
DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES / dip lights at the gate to main observing field - you will be greeted & guided to a park
CAUTIONS heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. so please take care in and around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and
wear stout footwear! Also, gets very cold in winter (down to minus -6) so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an
enjoyable week-end.
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We welcome All Members And Guests to The
Monthly Meetings.
All meetings held at Ormeau Progress Association
Inc. McCredie Road Ormeau
Web site at http://www.sas.org.au

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa
Mobile: 0421 866 376
Noeleen Lowndes (President)
Mobile: 0407 126452
E-mail: ziggy002@bigpond.com

Meeting Dates 2015

Meeting Dates 2015
JANUARY
Saturday 10th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 10th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 16th – 18th January Leyburn

JULY
Saturday 4th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 4th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sunday 17th – 19th July Leyburn

FEBRUARY
Saturday 7th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 7th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 20th – 22nd February Leyburn

AUGUST
Saturday 1st Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 1st General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 14th – 16th August Leyburn
(QLD Astrofest 7th – 16th August)

MARCH
Saturday 7th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 7th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 20th – 22nd March Leyburn
Saturday 28th ‘Jupiter in the Park’ 5.30 pm
(Public field Night Paradise Point)

SEPTEMBER (AGM)
Friday to Sun 11th – 13th Sept Leyburn
Saturday 19th InOMN 2015
Saturday 26th AGM 7.30pm
(Venue to be confirmed)

APRIL (Easter 3rd – 6th April)
Saturday 11th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 11th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sun 17th – 19th April Leyburn

OCTOBER
Friday to Sun 9th – 11th October Leyburn
Saturday 24th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 24th General Meeting 7.30pm

MAY
Saturday 2nd Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 2nd General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sunday 15th – 17th May Leyburn
Combined Societies Meeting Friday 22nd May
Griffith Uni Nathan Campus Mt Gravatt 7.30pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 28th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 28th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sunday 13th – 15th November Leyburn

JUNE
Saturday 6th Committee Meeting 6.00pm
Saturday 6th General Meeting 7.30pm
Friday to Sunday 19th – 21st June Leyburn

DECEMBER (SAS Xmas Party)
Saturday 5th Christmas Meeting 6.30pm
(Venue to confirm)
Friday to Sunday 11th – 13th Dec Leyburn
(Venue to confirm)
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