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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Welcome to the December edition of Event Horizon. Again, another month of dodgy weather
to interfer with plans for observing the night sky. With Christmas just around the corner,
there’ll be a lot of broad hints for astro gear for Santa to leave under the Christmas Tree. Hope
you’ve all been good In the News: New Horizons heading for the Kuiper belt and MU69.
SAS Christmas BBQ: There’ll be a raffle again this year with the prizes including (my now
famous) Christmas cakes x 2, the book “Red Planet’, an Astronomy 2018 calendar.
Tickets will be $1 each or 6 for $5. There’ll be a number of draws till all prizes have been won.
Winners must be in attendance on the night to claim their prize.
Carers Qld: With the cancellation of the event in November, a new date has been set - 24th February.
Membership cards: I’m currently trying to simplify the process. I’ve been sending out the membership cards for those who
paid after 1 July 2017 . (If you haven’t received your card, please email me)
SAS Facebook Group page: Oumuamua, visitor from interstellar space and Mariner 9’s
1971 view of Mars.
‘Astronomy Calendar 2018’ is currently for sale on line through Ice In Space. I have 4
copies left for members - $16 each. Collection and payment via club meetings only. Great as
Christmas gifts
AstroGallery: Includes image contributions from members: Klaus Schlussler, Mike Geisel
Sky Maps: Sky Maps give details on what’s on show during the month. Check this link also for more on what’s happening in
the sky. http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
Don’t forget to check out the Links & Resources page for relevant websites, whether you’re thinking of buying new gear or
looking for information on astronomy festivals or Australian astronomy sites, etc.

Clear Skies -

(This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc. are all welcome.
Just send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at the Ormeau Progress
Association Hall, 11 McCreadie Road, ORMEAU (Gold Coast). Anyone interested is invited to attend a meeting
to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and visitors are invited
to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually falling due on 1 July each year. Financial members enjoy
the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws
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Yet another month passes with almost no opportunity to get out and amongst it. I
changed my Winter 8 inch for the 4 inch – so now Winter is officially over.
I do have a tiny mount now so I can play on a moment’s notice – but it doesn't
quench my thirst for “That Pic”.
Whilst I've been idle this month I met up with a couple of enthusiastic individuals –
One had found what appears to be our next home (no his name isn't Mr Hooker) .
The Restoration Society are pondering over our proposal to donate a few dollars a
month to use their facilities.
We went down to see them and they seem affable and the amenities are
tremendous compared to where we are at the moment. We'll keep you updated as
we find out more – on FaceBook as well as by email. It looks like February will see
us in our new club house. The list of meeting dates for 2018 is up. Download
your copy and keep on the fridge. (Don't forget there's no January meeting)
It seems the more we arrange outreach nights, the more we have a problem with
weather. Either that or someone just bought a 20 inch Scope – that'll do it too.
Christmas is approaching and with it the storms and extreme weather – if you
leave your kit outside or are camping with it – make sure you cover it up properly.
One or two people have popped round to see me and between us we've sorted
one or two problems. It all helps to make the hobby more enjoyable. I'm here if you
need a hand – and trust me enough!!
Don't forget your SAS Membership Card when buying kit from Sirius Optics or
Astro Anarchy – they give us discounts.
See you at the Christmas Party or if I don't, Happy Christmas and may all your
stars be round and clear.

Jenny Robinson

(President)

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 9th December 2017 Christmas BBQ @ 6:30pm
Saturday, 3rd February 2018 @ 7:30pm
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In the News MU69 is the most distant object ever explored
and NASA wants a better name for it
ABC Science By Jonathan Webb for the Science Show First posted 8 November 2017 at 9:36 am

An artist's impression of what MU69 might look like. (NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI/Alex Parker)

The spacecraft New Horizons is on its way to another close encounter, with a mysterious object we have barely glimpsed.
The target is in the heart of the Kuiper Belt — the fringe of debris beyond our solar system's familiar planets.
We know next to nothing about this rock and at the moment, it doesn't even have a good name.
Based on how it was first spotted, by the Hubble Space Telescope, the object currently goes by (486958) 2014 MU69 — or
MU69 for short.
(NASA has launched a public naming competition, offering anyone around the world the chance to christen the most distant
object ever explored.Entries close on December 1 and the winner will be announced in January.)
"It's only got a license plate so far," Alan Stern said. "We'll fix that."
Dr Stern is the principal investigator of New Horizons, the little NASA probe that shot past Pluto in 2015 and completely upended
our expectations of dwarf planets. The spacecraft already has six billion kilometres on the clock and is now more than halfway to
MU69, where it will arrive on New Year's Day 2019.
"You've gotta really love delayed gratification on this mission," Dr Stern said.

Two for the price of one
Even from the little we do know about it, MU69 is an intriguing destination.
For starters, as targets go, it's not a big one. Whereas Pluto is about half the size of Australia, this thing would just about fit
inside Canberra."[It's] only about 30 kilometres across," Dr Stern said.
"No-one's ever been to a world like this. It's about 1,000 times the mass of a typical comet and about 10,000 times less massive
than Pluto."
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In the News, cont.
So far, our best information comes from chasing its faint shadow across the Earth with mobile telescopes, including SOFIA: an
infrared telescope mounted on an aeroplane. "It's a very powerful technique where we can watch the target, MU69, pass in front
of a star and make it wink out," Dr Stern explains. "And from the amount of time that it winks out, you can tell how big it is …
and if you watch it wink out from multiple telescopes, in slightly different places with multiple lines of sight, you can trace out its
shape."
A recent series of observations just like this, from SOFIA and a string of carefully positioned, portable telescopes in Argentina,
delivered a big surprise: it's actually two objects. "MU69 appears to be a binary," said Dr Stern, with obvious excitement. "The
two may be touching, or they may be orbiting each other. We'll have to wait for the flyby to really know.
"We will have spectacular imagery because we'll be going even closer than we went to Pluto."
As seen from Argentina: The blinking of a star in this image is caused by MU69 (Supplied: NASA/JHUAPL/SwRI)
A mid-sized, far-flung object like MU69 is completely uncharted territory — and it also serves as a trip back in time.
It is a frozen remnant, Dr Stern explains, from our solar system's chaotic younger years.
"There's a conventional notion that rocks run into each other and build boulders, boulders run into each other and build comets,
and comets run into each other and make MU69s, and eventually MU69s accrete to Plutos and planets," Dr Stern explains.
"It's massive enough that it probably had active surface geology at some point in its past.
"But we've never been to something of that size, that's been in this deep freeze all along.
"We're just going to have to see."

One-way express ticket
Just like its Pluto visit, New Horizons' encounter with MU69 will be fleeting: a straight-line flyby at about 15km per second.
When you're travelling that fast there's a limit to how much you can steer.
"We're travelling on a one-way exit of the solar system," Dr Stern said.
"New Horizons is a very sophisticated machine, but it's not the Millennium Falcon."
Even the decision to visit MU69 was made because it was achievable with minor adjustments.
"We only have a little bit of fuel on board, that allows us to target new flybys if we find something interesting. Or we can use it
with our control jets, just to point our telescopes," Dr Stern said.
As it soars towards the edge of the solar system, New Horizons is essentially a remote lab. Very, very remote.
And its systems, although they date from 2006 — those hazy pre-iPhone days when the probe was sent into space — are in
rude health.
Its antenna can still drip-feed data back to Earth at about the speed of a dial-up modem.
"We use our telescopes all the time, to study other Kuiper Belt objects that we pass by in the distance," Dr Stern said.
"We're making observations that you can't make from the Earth, you can't make from the Hubble – because we're there."
He said there is enough fuel in the tanks, and enough juice in the small plutonium-powered generator, for the craft to keep
operating way into the 2030s — provided his team can secure the funding to keep driving it.
In the meantime, they have historic successes to look back on.

Renewing our passion for exploration
Regardless of whether Pluto is a planet, it's an extraordinary place. And almost everything we know about it comes from New
Horizons.
When the craft hurtled past in July 2015, snapping our first ever close-ups of the dwarf world and its multiple moons, planet
Earth paid attention.
"There was just this viral societal response," Dr Stern recalls. "It had been a generation since we'd gone to someplace new.
"For a lot of people, like my kids — they weren't born last time we did this … and they went crazy for it. It was awesome."
To add to the novelty, Pluto has yielded a list of discoveries that reads like a catalogue for a science fiction set-builder: ice
volcanoes, nitrogen glaciers, towering mountains and avalanches, clouds and hazy weather patterns — and of course, a heartshaped plateau.
"It's as active as [any world] we've ever seen," Dr Stern said. We've seen frozen, dead worlds that died billions of years ago …
and we've seen worlds that have gone haywire, like Mars and Venus, that can teach us about climate change and how we'd
better take it seriously.
"But then we went to Pluto and we were just stunned, that a little place so far away and so cold — just 40 degrees above
absolute zero — could be so active, so long after its birth, and on such a massive scale.
"We're still scratching our heads."
And he hopes that the scientific head-scratching, as well as the public's enthusiasm, will reach another crescendo as MU69
spins into view at the end of 2018.
"Everyone can come along," Dr Stern said.
"Spend your New Year's Eve with NASA — your Christmas in the Kuiper Belt."
In the intervening 14 months, New Horizons has another half-a-billion kilometres to travel.
It certainly puts a trip home for the festive season into perspective.
(Please follow the link ABC Science for more links and further details)
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Christmas BBQ
6:30pm Saturday, 9 December 2017
The SAS Committee will be providing a
number of salads, deserts and bread rolls.
Please bring along your choice of meat,
your drinks and a comfortable seat.
Please feel free to bring along something
to share, if you wish.

Christmas Raffle
● Two Christmas bar cakes (Julie’s
recipe)
● The book ‘Red Planet’
● Astronomy 2018 Calendar
Tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5
There’ll be a number of draws till all prizes have been won. Winners must be in
attendance on the night to claim their prize. The proceeds will be used to cover costs
with the profits going into SAS petty cash to purchase future items to enhance SAS.
7

A message from Noeleen…

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the new
committee for honouring me with a lifetime membership
to the SAS, it was such a lovely thing to have done and
it’s very much appreciated. (Thank you Jenny Robinson
and Julie Lancaster for the beautiful framed certificates)
Thank you also to Dylan O’Donnell, who put together
that wonderful tribute in the October edition of EH, I
must say, that it brought a tear to my eyes with all your
kind words…you are such an amazing guy too!
I’m so looking forward to the future for our astronomy
club, and it looks like the new committee have already
found us a new clubhouse…Yay!!! Great work, Jenny,
Brendan & Brian!
Please remember that the SAS committee are there to
help you, so let them know what topics your interested
in learning about so they can be presented at the
meetings. Also, please support the school, scout and
public field nights, you really do get so much more out
of these evenings yourself, as the general public just
think your so amazing for taking the time to show them
celestial objects through your telescopes.
That’s all for now, I wish the new committee all the best,
and I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas, see you
at the Christmas party and happy stargazing everyone,
Noeleen Lowndes :-)

[ used one of the Texture filters in Photo Shop called Patchwork to turn my favourite Star-trail image into a
patchwork thank-you card for the committee :-) ]
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SAS Facebook Group News
These images have been shared on the SAS Facebook Group page and can be accessed there, if you have a
Facebook account. To date, there are 390+ people enjoying the page. You’ll find upcoming events, items of interest
and information on astronomy related tours. Join the page: share your ideas and wonderful astrophotography. If you
have astro / photograghy gear to sell, feel free to place your ad on the page.

Rock From Another Star System Is Unlike Anything Seen Before
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/11/oumuamua-interstellar-asteroid-solar-system-space-science

By Michael Greshko PUBLISHED November 20, 2017

The object, called ‘Oumuamua, is probably an asteroid that’s at least 10 times longer than it is wide.
This artist’s impression
shows the first interstellar
asteroid: `Oumuamua. The
object travelled through
space for millions of years
before its chance
encounter with us. It seems
to be a dark red, elongated
metallic or rocky object
about a quarter mile long. It
is unlike anything normally
found in the solar system.
Courtesy of European Southern
Observatory, M. Kornmesser

Something strange sailed
past Earth last month, and
thanks to some quick work,
astronomers managed to
get their first good look at a
visitor from interstellar
space.

Here's What a Volcano on Mars Looked Like to Mariner 9 in 1971
https://www.space.com/38797-mariner-9-shield-volcano-nasa-photo.html

By Christine Lunsford,
Space.com Contributor |
November 18, 2017
Mariner 9, the first spacecraft to
orbit another planet, arrived at
Mars on Nov. 14, 1971, and
returned remarkable images of the
surface. This shield volcano on the
Red Planet's surface reveals a
summit crater and grooves
believed to be from subsurface
magma flows. Credit: NASA

Members’ Gallery
Klaus Schlussler ~ Monday (13 Nov) first break in the clouds since over 7 weeks
NGC7293 Helix Nebula 8x300 ISO3200 4
darks Master Bias and Master Flat but
then the clouds came from the west and
so I did my favourite M42 again with the
best result ever 22x60sec 5 darks and
usual flat + bias.
.
But after the repair of my Canon 6D I had
lots of dust bunnies in the Image train so I
cleaned and created new Flats.

Then Tuesday 2 hours
20:30 - 22:15 test for
Dust bunnies on NGC55
small irregular Galaxy 7.5
million light year away.
Guiding was only 1.2
RMS but still ok 8x300sec
ISO3200 no crop first and
then 75%crop
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Members’ Gallery
cont.

Tarantula Nebulae 36x 30 sec subs
APO 150mm

Mike Geisel ~ At Last! A clear night last night.
- 25 November

Apoi 150 single 2 min exposure
Modded cooled 750D

M42 single
single33min
minexposure
exposure
APO 150
APO
150cooled 750D
Modded
Modded cooled 750D

Large Magellanic cloud-80mm f5 APO
36 x 30 sec subs modded 6D
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CARERS QLD. NEXT OBSERVATION
NIGHT. - Ralph Dunn
Due to the inclement weather on 25th November, the Carers Qld BBQ and
observing night was cancelled.
Saturday February 24th 2018 is now scheduled for the next BBQ and
observing night. Starting time is 6pm; volunteers are being called on to man
the scopes, the BBQ, car park and sky tour. Most positions are covered. Those
members who volunteered for the November event, please confirm your
availability by the February meeting. So please, if you’d like to lend a hand, you
would be very welcome to join in. Just one more person would ease the load on
the other SAS volunteers.

.
6
2
1
1

Telescopes and Astronomers
persons for the BBQ
person for a Laser Sky Tour
person to assist with car parking

Thanks to all those members who have volunteered to help out on the night.
I will contact you in the week prior to the event. For any enquiries or questions,
contact me on 0422 998 718 or email ralphd2754@gmail.com
Here's hoping for clear skies on the night.
Thank you again to SAS for your support – Ralph Dunn
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Society Information
PRESIDENT - JENNY ROBINSON lynneandjenny@gmail.com
Progress Hall. McCreadie Road, ORMEAU
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376
Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society
Inc, PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207

Committee Meeting 5:30 pm,
General Meeting 7.30pm
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy email so
others cannot see your email address - if you do not want Event Horizon
emailed please inform the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event
Horizon may contain images of or may identify members/friends
attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro quiz, Combined
Societies Meetings, Field Nights and Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc);
if you would prefer this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing.
If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution, please contact
the Membership Officer by mail or at a future meeting. Images presented
in Event Horizon and on the SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as
the original work of the person submitting them. The SAS and its
members accept no responsibility or liability whatsoever if the person
submitting them has used another person’s property without their
permission or consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the
copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise
their own technical and/or other information and are not necessarily the
opinion of SAS or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2017 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 15th to 17th December 2017
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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SAS Calendar 2018

Website at http://sas.org.au

From February 2018 Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)
Jenny Robinson (President)
Mobile: 0468 602 846
E-mail: lynneandjenny@gmail.com

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa
Mobile: 0421 866 376

MEETING DATES 2018
MEETINGS

LEYBURN

OTHER DATES

Committee 5:30pm New Moon Weekends
Friday to Sunday
General 7:30pm
JANUARY

No meeting

19th to 21st

FEBRUARY

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

MARCH

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

APRIL

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

MAY

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

JUNE

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

JULY

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

AUGUST

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

OCTOBER

Saturday 27th

5th to 7th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

DECEMBER

TBC

7th to 9th

SEPTEMBER

First meeting at Pimpama

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) TBC

Xmas BBQ TBC

*Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the year. Please check the
current EH newsletter for details.
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Links & Resources
From the SAS website
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy,
videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane
Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and binoculars by the dozen and
offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre, Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.
They also conduct Dark Sky Star Parties at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and information can be found on
Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
Bintel for all your astromical gadgets.Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711. Email: info@bintel.com.au
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037 (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off )
https://www.bintel.com.au/

BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore,
you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State
Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as a
group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features entertaining and
informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy the different Planetarium
facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the Galaxy Gift shop. One of
the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter
projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size replica of Neil Armstrong’s
lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by Siding
Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub and the
full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/
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