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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2018 edition of Event Horizon. I don’t really
need to say it but the weather has been really lousy for observering. That’s what you get in SE
Qld in Summer. We have much to look forward to though in 2018 - the move to a new venue
and StarStuff #2 just for starters - And a total lunar eclipse on 31st January.
In the News: Australia and China join forces to bring the world’s largest on line.
Supernova Discovery: BOSS team member, Pat Pearl gets his first supernova discovery!
Now that’s a nice Christmas present. Congratulations Pat!.
Astronomy - when things go bad: Noeleen Lowndes and Chris Wheeler felt the wrath of
Mother Nature. Read their stories about the storm damage at the Leyburn dark sky site.
SAS Christmas BBQ: A good time was had by young and old(er). Check out the photos by Noeleen Lowndes.
World Science Festival Brisbane: 21st to 25th March 2018 Some events are on sale now, with the full program available
towards the end of January - here’s the link: http://www.worldsciencefestival.com.au/
Membership cards: If you haven’t received your card, please email me. bomma02@optusnet.com.au
SAS Facebook Group page: A couple of interesting local Aussie images.(Getting close to 400 members now.)
Members’ Gallery: Includes image contributions from members: Klaus Schlussler, Mike Geisel, Dylan O’Donnell and
Noeleen Lowndes.
Sky Maps: Sky Maps give details on what’s on show during the month. Check this link also for more on what’s happening in
the sky. http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
Don’t forget to check out the Links & Resources page for relevant websites, whether you’re thinking of buying new gear or
looking for information on astronomy festivals or Australian astronomy sites, etc.

Clear Skies (This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc. are all welcome.
Just send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at the Ormeau Progress
Association Hall, 11 McCreadie Road, ORMEAU (Gold Coast). Anyone interested is invited to attend a meeting
to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and visitors are invited
to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually falling due on 1 July each year. Financial members enjoy
the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws
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Happy New Year to the patient and wonderful members of SAS. - We have to be
patient because there's very little clear sky around as per usual this time of year.
A bit of good news. We have been confirmed to inhabit a new venue for our club.
From February we shall be meeting at the Restoration Society on Rifle Range
Road Pimpama. We have actually been hosted there previously but not for a long
while. Directions can be found on the usual page of this beautifully crafted
Magazine (Thanks Julie).
The Venue has a field of flat grass of about an acre next to the meeting hall which
is also somewhat larger than the old meeting place at Ormeau Community Centre.
I hope you all enjoyed Christmas and are still fit enough to lift your rigs.
Congratulations to BOSS, who have a confirmed a 'Kill', I hope they tell us about it
as I don't have the details to hand.
The weather at the Christmas party was OK but around us was chaos and fury –
several members couldn't travel and some were coping with potential disasters. I
hope your spirits weren't too dampened by the experience.

Fraser is practising his planet making skills at the
Christmas party – is it my imagination or are our
members getting younger?
Clear Skies everyone and See you in February.

Jenny Robinson

(President)

GENERAL MEETING TIMES
Saturday, 3rd February 2018 @ 7:30pm
Saturday, 3rd February 2018 @7:30pm
Saturday, 7th April 2018 @ 7:30 pm
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In the News ~
Aperture Spherical Telescope: Vital Australian link
about to be installed on world's biggest telescope
By China correspondent Bill Birtles in Pingtang, Guizhou province
Posted 17 Dec 2017

A piece of advanced Australian technology is
being installed on the world's largest radio
telescope in China — highlighting science as
a bright spot amid rocky relations with China.
Key points:
● 19-beam receiver is undergoing final
testing
● CSIRO-made device will rapidly
accelerate telescope's observations
of the universe
● 14-month-old telescope has
discovered two new pulsars which
have been verified by Australian
experts
The 19-beam receiver — the largest yet built
— is undergoing final testing before
installation at the 500-metre Aperture
Spherical Telescope (FAST) in southern
Guizhou province.

Photo: The 500-metre aperture spherical telescope (FAST) in
China's Pingtang county. (Reuters: China Stringer Network )

The massive telescope, built in remote hills more than two
hours from the nearest city, started operations last September
after five years of construction and many more of planning.
But it will rapidly accelerate its observations of the universe
once the new CSIRO-made device is hoisted above the 4,500
panels of the dish.
"The 19-beam receiver system can broaden the field of view of
the telescope and can greatly increase the speed with which
we do surveys," said Dr Fan Jin, an electronics engineer with
the FAST project.
Photo: Electronics engineer Fan Jin with the CSIRO-made
receiver as it undergoes final tests. (ABC News: Brant Cumming)

The CSIRO's expertise in telescope technology
secured the Australian involvement in the
project.
"The CSIRO has very good experience in
building receivers and we want to ensure the
technology we use for this satellite is proven and
reliable," said Dr Liu Hongfei, another engineer
working with China's National Astronomical
Observatories body NOAC.
Photo: Aperture Spherical Telescope (FAST) launched
in September last year. (ABC News: Brant Cumming)
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In the News,cont ~
Aperture Spherical Telescope
Scientists operating the telescope say its size — almost 200 metres wider in diameter than the next largest radio
telescope — will mean faster discoveries of new pulsars, rotating neutron stars that emit bursts of radiation.
"Scale is everything in some ways — the bigger your dish, the further out you can see, the weaker objects you can
see, and there are more unusual objects you can see," said Dr George Hobbs, an astrophysicist with the CSIRO
who is helping Chinese counterparts confirm the discovery of new pulsars.
"This telescope certainly has the opportunity to basically discover whatever is up there emitting radio waves, and
obviously that could include extra-terrestrial intelligence."
Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope in September 2014

Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope in March 2016

Cooperation, not competition in
new space research
The NOAC has collaborated with other countries,
including the US and UK, on the telescope in a
bid to create world-leading technology.
"China is booming ahead — the amount of
investment in science and technology is
absolutely huge," Dr Hobbs said.
Since it first began operating, FAST has
discovered two new pulsars which have been
verified by Australian experts at the Parkes
telescope in New South Wales.
Photo: CSIRO astrophysicist George Hobbs says
Australia has a great collaboration with China on
space science. (ABC News: Brant Cumming)

To date, the Parkes telescope has discovered more than half of roughly 2,000 known pulsars, and it will continue to help verify
and monitor new discoveries from FAST.
The cooperation continues a long-established relationship between the CSIRO and China's national science body.
"Astronomy is a very open field, a very collaborative field," Dr Hobbs said.
"And we've always had a great collaboration with both the Chinese and the Australian communities."
Related Story: Where is the search for extraterrestrial life up to?
Related Story: World's biggest radio telescope starts operating in China
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Supernova SN2017ixh in NGC2297
(The images and information in this article have b een extracted from the BOSS website with the kind permission of
Pat Pearl - check the website for more details on searching for and reporting a supernova, etc - http://bosssupernova.com/ )

Pat Pearl discovers his first supernova!!! 2017ixh in NGC229
TNS Astronomical Transient Report No. 15335
Date Received (UTC): 2017-12-15 14:10:36
Sender: Mr. Greg Bock
Source Group: BOSS
Pat Pearl report/s the discovery of a new astronomical transient.
IAU Designation: AT 2017ixh
Coordinates (J2000): RA = 06:44:26.50 (101.11042) DEC = -63:42:40.00 (-63.71111)
Discovery date: 2017-12-15 13:04:58 (JD=2458103.0451157)
Type Ic, some days past maximum light.

7

Supernova SN2017ixh in NGC2297,cont ~
Spectra of 2017ixh:

BOSS - Who are WE?
We are an amateur collaboration of 6 friends
from Australia and New Zealand who have
worked together as a group since mid 2008 to
search, discover, record, and report new
supernovae in the southern sky.
OUR GOAL
Our goal is to provide accurate and reliable
discovery reports to the Central Bureau for
Astronomical Telegrams (CBAT) for further
investigation by professional astronomers and
their resources.
CBAT is operated at the Harvard-Smithsonian
Centre for Astrophysics, Department of Earth
and Planetary Sciences at Harvard University,
Massachusetts, USA
http://bosssupernova.com/
This Website provides information about
Supernova hunting and the BOSS group
discoveries. We hope you enjoy your visit.
Please contact us with any comments.

The Boss Team - From Left: Pat Pearl(absent), Stu Parker, Greg Bock,
Peter Marples,Colin Drescher, Brendan Downs
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The ‘Woes’ of Astronomy ~
Anybody who has an interest in astronomy , whether commercial, scientific or simply as a hobby, knows the
pitfalls of bad weather. Usually, its just overcast conditions or a passing shower that blocks our view to the
sky and requires a change of plans. However, the storm that hit Leyburn on Boxing Day was a reminder of
the destructive volatility of nature. Noeleen Lowndes and Chris Wheeler give their accounts of the clean up:

Leyburn Twister meets ‘Lucky Frog’ and ‘Frogs Rest’
on Tuesday 26 December 2017 - Chris Wheeler
The Damage
Mid morning on Tuesday 27 December I got a call on my mobile
phone from Peter Marples. He told me that there had
been violent storm out at Leyburn the day before, and that my
Lucky Frog Observatory had been damaged by the
roof of Noeleen Lowndes’ observatory, part of which had
been ripped off its anchors and catapulted into mine.
Steve Craft was out there now, Peter added. So I phoned
him. He told me that yes, my observatory had been damaged
when one of the supporting beams to the roof had got a
direct hit and snapped off. The two halves of the roof which
rolled on this beam, had been squeezed together and were
no longer horizontal - but pointing at the sky. Noeleen’s
observatory was partly destroyed with one portion of the roof
blown off and the back and side wall torn down.

Noeleen’s observatory roof meets Lucky Frog

Close up of damage

The storm must have been of unimaginable ferocity, akin
to a mini tornado, and the twister had an extremely narrow
Snapped main beam
pathway from south east to north west. The observing field
had been totally underwater, and unreachable on the day
by Kerry, the adjoining farmer. He keeps an eye on the
place and raised the alarm late on Tuesday night. It seems
that he and most of Leyburn were sheltering in the village pub.
The earliest I could get out there was Thursday, and thank goodness Steve had been able to straighten out my roof
and make the observatory watertight whilst he was there. He also had done what he could to seal up Noeleen’s
observatory. I phoned Noeleen and she told me that she and her husband, Graham were going out on Friday and
would help me.
When I arrived there on Thursday I found a surreal situation. The lake had dried up, but there were thick scum marks
all over the field. My observatory and Noeleen’s, which are diagonally opposite, seemed to be the only two-- out of a
total of about twenty structures-- which showed any signs of serious damage. Indeed, the observatory to her right still
had those loose blocks of wood and a rag on the roof where they had always been! Deep gouges in the turf and an
uprooted roof strut in a direct path from Noeleen’s observatory to mine was evidence of the force behind the wind—
something I was to re-discover later.
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Leyburn Twister meets ‘Lucky Frog’ and ‘Frogs Rest’
~ Chris Wheeler cont ~

The Clean-up and Repairs

Drying out the bedding

After quickly checking out Lucky Frog, I opened up
Frogs Rest. This was Greg Bocks old observatory
which I bought last year and converted to my
sleeping quarters. I noticed little pools of water
everywhere, and a big pond right in the centre of my
bed. A tarp I always put in place over the bed before
leaving it was trapping the water and may have
saved the bed from bad damage, but the sheets and
mattress were water stained. A lot of other stuff was
damp, muddy and smelt musty. I stripped the
bedding and put it out in the sun to dry, and then
cleaned up the place. I’m glad to say that by the time
I left a few days later, the smell had gone.

It was when I started to look for the gap through which all
this water been blown that I noticed that the very heavy
one piece roof to Frogs Rest had been lifted high in the
air from behind and blown forward as if a giants hand
had pushed it. The roof was off its clamps and metal
tracks on the western side with rear wheels high in the
air. Its front was resting on the north wall—which
normally bears no direct weight. I thought it would
be a three man job to get it back in position, but with a
littlepersistence and a long pinch bar, I managed to lever
it back myself.
No damage inside - phew !

Stripping the cladding
Repairs under way
The western side is the side closest to Noeleen’s
observatory, so clearly the same force which lifted her
roof had a go at lifting mine too. I spent Thursday cleaning up the mess, and Friday and Saturday repairing the
damage to Lucky Frog. Noeleen’s husband Graham was a big help and I thank him once again. Everything now is
back to normal and the only evidence that remains to show that The Twister met Lucky Frog and Frogs Rest is new,
unpainted timber. Chris Wheeler - New Years Eve 2017

. Noeleen’s Observatory and Frogs Rest behind
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The ‘Woes’ of Astronomy, cont ~
Stardust Observatory cops a lashing ~ Noeleen Lowndes
On Boxing Day a huge storm hit the town of Leyburn and produced a mini tornado that smashed its way through
properties and splintered huge trees on Tummaville road then made a B line to my observatory on the field at
Leyburn!!!

The Damage
The first I knew of this was when I received a call from
Greg Bock just a few hours after the storm hit. He
reported that Kerry who lives close by to our
observing site had witnessed one of the most violent
storms ever to hit Leyburn and that his 75 year old
barn had been smashed to pieces.
He then proceeded to check the Leyburn observing
site as Mark and Debbie were away and found that
this mini tornado had ripped the roof and sidewall
away from my observatory.

Now this must have been one very powerful
thing. My roof was held down with large metal
clamps and the rope pullies for the roof are
tied onto the main frame of the shed as well. It
snapped of solid timber like twigs - It took the
lot!
This wind had a very powerful tight circular
body to it. It only took off my western roof and
side panels but Chris’s other observatory next
to mine had its roof lifted up. It also has large
metal clamps to hold it down and it was twisted
askew in the opposite direction. His roof also
weighs a huge amount!

My roof and pieces of the side went flying through the air and ended up all over the field with the main part of the
roof smashing into the ground and crashing into Chris’s other observatory where it did a lot of damage to one of his
roof tracks. Graham and Chris worked together to resolve the problem. It took a bit of figuring.....
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Stardust Observatory cops a lashing ~ Noeleen Lowndes, cont:
Steven Craft who’s observatory is next to Chris also had damage done to his solar panels and he drove up to Leyburn
on the following day and saw all the damage on the roads. He so kindly found all my pieces and put tarps over the top
of my observatory which I’m so graceful for. I am very lucky as I don’t keep any telescope gear inside. If I had, it would
definitely have been destroyed.

The Clean-Up and Repairs
The wreckage - where to start?

The good news out of all this is that Chris, Graham
and I all went out to Leyburn and for three days
including New Years Eve. We were able to fix up the
observatories. What really amazes me is that it was
such a small area of destruction.
Half the roof was completely ripped off but the other
side was perfectly normal with no damage and fully
locked in place!
The roof is back on

The observatory on the other side of me which used to
belong to Bob Clarke still has an old sheet and some loose
wooden blocks on its roof, and another observatory a few
doors down still has some small wheelie wheels just outside
and they have not moved an inch…we are all still quite
amazed at that!

Side panels all back on, nearly every piece was found on
the field…thank you Steven for finding them

I’m truly glad it was only our two that were damaged and
not every observatory on the field...it may be a bit of a
wake up call for everyone to check that there
observatories are strong enough to with stand one of
these things. As for me, Graham is now going to put three
metal clamps on each side of my roof making 12 metal
clamps to keep my roof on.
I’m so grateful to my husband Graham who worked so
hard to fix everything up and even completed the
extension that he was working on for the last couple of
months. My Stardust Observatory is nearly all better now.
He has a very happy wifey :-)

I wonder if this event had
anything to do with the
flag I put in my
observatory window last
month…it certainly was ~
Wild ~
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SAS Christmas BBQ
It was wonderful to see so many members, friends and family turn up for the Christmas BBQ considering
there had been storms looming over the area all afternoon. Thanks to Noeleen Lowndes for these photos.
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The SAS Christmas Raffle was
organised by Julie Lancaster with
the proceeds covering costs and
profit going to SAS petty cash.
A big thank you to everyone who
bought tickets.
And the winners are:
Mark Podesta (not pictured)
& Brendan Junge took
home a Christmas Cake
each (It wasn’t a hard
choice for them)
Jenny Robinson chose the
book, ‘Red Planet’.
Duncan Gillespie scored a
bottle of white wine and
Noeleen Lowndes had to be
content with an Astronomy
2018 Calendar. (Noeleen
seemed pretty happy with that
although she was hoping for cake
to take home.)
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SAS
Facebook
Group News
These images have been shared on the SAS Facebook
Group page and can be accessed there, if you have a
Facebook account. To date, there are almost 400
people enjoying the page. You’ll find upcoming events,
items of interest and information on astronomy related
tours. Join the page: share your ideas and wonderful
astrophotography. If you have astro / photograghy gear to
sell, feel free to place your ad on the page.

Weatherzone · 27 December 2017·

Check out this stunning photo of the Milky Way,
above Hopkins Falls near Warrnambool, Victoria Taken by Kylie Moroney

(Check the Weatherzone Facebook page link above for
more - photo comps etc)

Higgins Storm Chasing
29 December 2017
Jerrys Plains NSW
Solar halo - taken by
Kylie Batchelor
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CARERS QLD. NEXT OBSERVATION
NIGHT. - Ralph Dunn
Due to the inclement weather on 25th November, the Carers Qld BBQ and
observing night was cancelled.
Saturday February 24th 2018 is now scheduled for the next BBQ and
observing night. Starting time is 6pm; volunteers are being called on to man
the scopes, the BBQ, car park and sky tour. Most positions are covered. Those
members who volunteered for the November event, please confirm your
availability by the February meeting. So please, if you’d like to lend a hand, you
would be very welcome to join in. Just one more person would ease the load on
the other SAS volunteers.

.
6
2
1
1

Telescopes and Astronomers
persons for the BBQ
person for a Laser Sky Tour
person to assist with car parking

Thanks to all those members who have volunteered to help out on the night.
I will contact you in the week prior to the event. For any enquiries or questions,
contact me on 0422 998 718 or email ralphd2754@gmail.com
Here's hoping for clear skies on the night.
Thank you again to SAS for your support – Ralph Dunn
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Members’ Gallery
Dylan O’Donnell ~ 14 December 2017 (check out more of Dylan’s great images here: https://deography.com/ )
Here's a panoramic view of the small apparent distance between the Horsehead and Orion Nebulae - Look LEFT
and RIGHT and you'll see what I mean - they are really very close! Cosmic, right? Photographed over 2 hours from
Byron Bay, Australia yesterday (13 December) with QHy12 colour CCD and Celestron RASA/CGX - Stitched as 3
panel mosaic
(Dylan produced a panoramic image for Facebook where by moving the mouse around, the viewer could could see
the whole image from left to right, similar to 360 degree images often seen these days - Dylan Magic!)

A Christmas Fire, Horse and Flame - 24 December 2017
I’ve photographed this region many times now as many know (I even did a panorama version last week) but I wanted
to focus less on the horsehead itself this time and more on the intensity of the surrounding dust cloud. This arresting
scene is literally fuelled by the cascading dust clouds and the bright stars it’s created, still enveloped in the folds of
the same dust.
(Approx 2 hours Hydrogen-alpha in 3m exposures using Celestron RASA + QHY9 mono + 1 hour in 2m exposures
using QHY12 natural colour CCD, processed as HaRGB in PS CC + PixInsight. Celestron CGX Mount. Photographed
at Byron Bay Observatory Dec 23rd 2017)
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Members’ Gallery, cont ~
Mike Geisel ~ 15 Deember 2017
Not such a great night last night, visibility
reduced with some haze and got less than
half the data I wanted for the Witches head
before the cloud rolled in. All 3 with SW APO
80 and ZWO 1600mc-c post in Nebulosity4
PSE and LR5

Witches head Nebula
Images processed using 8x3min subs

M45 The Pleiades - 39 x 60 sec subs

M31 the great galaxy
in Andromeda

40 subs at 30 seconds. Had to limit
exposures to 30 seconds because
M31 is so low on my northern
horizon the guides cope couldn't see
over the base of the dome so these
were all unguided.
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Members’ Gallery, cont ~
Klaus Schlussler ~
Horsehead and Flame Nebulae region
Last test shot full of dust bunnies best I could
do with all my new developments.
(If you look carefully at the centre of the
image, you’ll see the Horsehead in silhouette.)
‘The Horsehead Nebula (also known as
Barnard 33) is a dark nebula in the
constellation Orion. The nebula is located just
to the south of the star Alnitak, which is
farthest east on Orion's Belt, and is part of the
much larger Orion Molecular Cloud Complex.
The nebula was first recorded in 1888 by
Scottish astronomer Williamina Fleming on
photographic plate B2312 taken at the
Harvard College Observatory.’
(See more here: https://en.wik ipedia.org/wik i/Horsehead_Nebula)

Noeleen Lowndes ~ Pretty meteor at dawn on the 15th December 2017 ~
While I was out trying to capture some Geminid meteors, this beautiful coloured meteor streaked across the north
eastern sky from the other direction
away from the radiant…Wow, it was
spectacular!
It’s called a sporadic meteor and it has a
nice little terminal flare, it photo-bombed
the Geminids and rewarded me with a
beautiful picture after all :-)
Photo taken with a Canon 700D camera
and a Canon 18-55 mm lens, ISO 1600
and exposure was 15 seconds and is
cropped to show the meteor fully.

~ Pretty Sun Halo ~
30th December 2017
While we were out at Leyburn fixing up my
observatory, I looked up and saw this
beautiful solar halo high up in the sky, I
ran a grab my camera and just caught it
before the rain started to fall again…
Happy New Year everyone :-)
My image was taken with a Canon 70D
camera and a Canon 10-20 mm lens set
at 10 mm, the exposure time was 1/800th
second and ISO100 at F18.
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Society Information
Contacts:
PRESIDENT - JENNY ROBINSON lynneandjenny@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376

Meeting venue:
Restoration Society, 193 Rifle Range Road Pimpama

Committee Meeting 5:30 pm,
General Meeting 7.30pm

Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc,
PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207
THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon
copy email so others cannot see your email address - if
you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform
the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon
may contain images of or may identify members/friends
attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro
quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and
Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer
this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing.
If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution,
please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a
future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and
on the SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as the
original work of the person submitting them. The SAS
and its members accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever if the person submitting them has used
another person’s property without their permission or
consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the
copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified)
and comprise their own technical and/or other
information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS
or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2018 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 19th to 21st January 2018
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
23

SAS Calendar 2018

Website at http://sas.org.au

From February 2018 Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)
Jenny Robinson (President)
Mobile: 0468 602 846

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa

E-mail: lynneandjenny@gmail.com

Mobile: 0421 866 376

MEETINGS

LEYBURN

Committee 5:30pm

New Moon Weekends
Friday to Sunday

General

7:30pm

JANUARY

No meeting

19th to 21st

FEBRUARY

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

MARCH

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

APRIL

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

MAY

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

JUNE

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

JULY

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

AUGUST

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

OCTOBER

Saturday 27th

5th to 7th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

DECEMBER

TBC

7th to 9th

SEPTEMBER

OTHER DATES

First meeting at Pimpama

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) TBC

Xmas BBQ TBC

*Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the year. Please check the current
EH newsletter for details.
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Links & Resources
From the SAS website
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy,
videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane
Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and binoculars by the dozen and
offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre, Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.
They also conduct Dark Sky Star Parties at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and information can be found on
Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
Bintel for all your astromical gadgets.Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711. Email: info@bintel.com.au
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037 (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off )
https://www.bintel.com.au/

BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore,
you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State
Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as a
group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features entertaining and
informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy the different Planetarium
facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the Galaxy Gift shop. One of
the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter
projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size replica of Neil Armstrong’s
lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by Siding
Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub and the
full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/
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