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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Welcome to the June update 2018 edition of Event Horizon.
Many members would be aware of the passing of our fellow astronomer and friend, Duncan Gillespie.
Sadly, Duncan was unable to battle his illness any longer and succumbed on 14 June 2018. He will be
greatly missed as he was a friend to many and a leading contributor to SAS - happily making himself
available to bring his telescope to school nights to help show children and their families the wonders of
the sky. A number of members including Noeleen Lowndes and her husband Graham, Chris Wheeler,
John Crane, Colin Drescher, Joe Zerafa and I attended the funeral at Mt Cotton to help celebrate a life well lived. A memorial tribute
will be included in the next edition of Event Horizon.
David Malin Astrophotography awards: Congratulations to Noeleen Lowndes for making the shortlist with her Northern Lights
image. Check out the other contenders for the awards: http://www.parkes.atnf.csiro.au/news_events/astrofest/DMA/2018_shortlist/
Qld Astrofest: From 3 August to 12 August 2018 at Camp Duckadang near Linville - more info: http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Prof Kip Thorne will be touring with Prof Alan Duffy - Brisbane 13 Sept 2018 bookings from 22 June
https://lateralevents.com/public-events/whats-next-2018/
Michio Kaku - In Brisbane, November 2018

https://thisisit42.com/events.html

Lunar Eclipse 28 July 2018 - starts approx 3:15am https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/in/australia/brisbane
Members’ Gallery: Includes image contributions from members: Chris Wheeler, Greg Bock and Klaus Schlussler. Some
members’ images have been downloaded from the SAS Facebook page.
Sky Maps: Sky Maps give details on what’s on show during the month. http://www.skymaps.com/downloads.html
Check this link also for more on what’s happening in the sky. http://nightskyonline.info/?page_id=24911
Membership cards: If you haven’t received your card, please email me. bomma02@optusnet.com.au
Member discounts: Bintel and Sirius Optics both offer financial SAS members discounts on various astronomy gear - Another
good reason to keep your membership up to date. Contact Dylan O’Donnell for the Bintel discount code: dylan@dnadigital.com.au

Clear Skies (This is a newsletter for members: astrophotography, travel adventures, astro projects, items for sale, etc. are all welcome. Just
send me your photos with the story and I can build your item for publication.)
P.S. a couple of link s to check out from Siding Spring Observatory: - for a 10% discount, contact Marnie@fredwatson.com.au
Siding Spring Lodge Stays
and as part of StarFest Dark Sky Conference 26 - 28 September
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ABOUT
T he SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, Telescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have indeed become very proficient. Our
members have contributed data for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building telescopes, including the optics,
observatories and ALL our members have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a month at Heritage Park, Restoration
Society grounds, 193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama - take exit 49 from the M1. Anyone interested is invited to
attend a meeting to see what we do, or to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and
visitors are invited to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually. Membership cards are valid for 12 months from the date
of payment. Financial members enjoy the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and telescope hire.
●

SAS Website - Members are able to set up their profile which enables access to a private messaging
facility via the SAS member message board as well as a secure chat room. Once members have
registered on the website, a secure password protected dashboard is allocated where astro photos
can be stored. Members are also able to post photos to the Gallery to share with the wider
community. http://www.sas.org.au/

●

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available for members to borrow. The book
list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library Tab.

●

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a nominal fee for members to hire.

SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest astronomy and space news and to
share your photos and ideas to the wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather permitting), giving members and
visitors the opportunity to view the night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available prior to the meeting dates. All
members are encouraged to contribute articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on the SAS website as is the list of
meeting dates.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for astronomy, please see the SAS
Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and
classed as weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by members of ‘recognized
astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILTY FOR MEMBERS MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Qld Laser laws

NSW Laser laws
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As we gear up for Star Stuff II it is time once again for a few choice words from me....
What an amazing day/night event we had at our last meeting! Many scopes peering at our closest star
and those much further away once the darkness came. It was by far and away the biggest club
observation night in terms of equipment I have been part of since joining SAS. And we all look forward to
many more such events where we can all share our collective knowledge and experience whilst sharing
in our collective appreciation of astronomy.
As winter sets in we all will have ample opportunity to continue in this pursuit and I encourage you all to keep active.
So let's all get our gear out and peer into our amazing southern skies!
Until next time...wishing everyone clear skies always,
(Acting President)

Hello SAS and friends,
It has shocked me to hear of Duncan Gillespie's passing and makes me feel impotent to render any support
or commiserations. So long dear friend. You'll be sadly missed.
Being in UK, I thought I would have access to clear Northern stars when I was away from the towns.
Sadly the domes from the cities mixed with air moisture has meant seeing almost no sky at all even in
what I would call dark country. The fact the sun sets at 10pm doesn't help much.
However over the next few weeks I will be in a very quiet country area with no large towns. Maybe?
I did get a chance to visit the old Ashmoleum Museum which is now the science museum and took some
snaps of astronomy gear from Messier's time. How he managed to find anything is a miracle. They were
clever dudes. For sure. The history is a thing of almost alchemic mystery and very intriguing.
Coming up this week of course is your star stuff convention and I wish Dylan and you all the very best
successes. If there's a spare mono camera left over just put it by for me please. I would love to be there.
Australia is coming of age in space and you are the cutting edge. Get out there and make it count.
Miss you all and I hope to be able to show more results soon. Especially if I can get my laptop to
connect to the web...…
Cheers,

Jenny

GENERAL MEETING TIMES

(Star Stuff II 7th & 8th July) Saturday, 28th July 2018 @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, 25th August 2018 @ 7:30pm
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Last minute change of speaker.
I'm really sorry to say that Terry Lovejoy has unexpectedly had to cancel his time at this year’s event. He sends his
apologies and says he hopes to return again next year.
We only just found out so I've had my thinking cap on for a few days and I sat down and wrote down a list of astronomers I
could think of who would be able to speak to us all along a similar theme - the amateur contribution to astronomy. Lovejoy's
discovery of six comets is a wonderful story both technically and for it's pure aspiration.
As I looked down at my list one name kept bubbling to the top for his skill and talent, his unique story and his similar
contribution to the field from his backyard. So I reached out.
Michael Sidonio AKA Strongman Mike
I'd spoken to "Strongman Mike" just recently on the phone about his discovery of a stellar nebula emission around the R Aquarii
symbiotic star system, an amazing discovery for an amateur astronomer perhaps eclipsed only by the fact that he has already
discovered a previously unknown galaxy - NGC253-dw2 - in 2016 which also resulted in a published scientific paper!
The range of speakers at Star Stuff II is incredible - but hearing first hand from Michael Sidonio about his journey from leading
the Australian Strongman team to making significant waves in the astronomy community is going to be incredibly special and
I'm so happy he said yes at such short notice!
If you've ever posted an astrophoto to Ice in Space, the Southern Hemisphere's largest astronomy forums you've probably
already talked to Mike online and remember him as being warm and supportive despite his stature in the community. He's
award winning and considered one of Australia's Top 10 astrophotographers, though I'd say he's close to the top of that list.
Dylan O’Donnell
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Star Stuff - Staff
Thanks to the SAS members and friends who came
to Noeleen’s home contributing their time to help
assemble the 400 gift bags for Star Stuff attendees.
It was no mean feat, getting all the bits and pieces
together. We were about half way through when we
realised we’d left out one important inclusion. All
good now though Pictured: Tony Kim, Graham Lowndes, Julie
Lancaster, Fraser Smith, Bronwyn Smith.
Dylan O’Donnell, James Fox, Brendan Junge.
Noeleen Lowndes with James and the gift bag.

Star Stuff donates Meteorite to Local Byron Bay
School Children
The Byron Bay Public school will be bringing a robotics
demonstration for exhibition at Star Stuff II and I wanted to
thank them especially. Instead of a monetary donation
however, I contacted Meteorite Man Geoff Notkin (also
speaking at Star Stuff) for a meteorite sample that could be
handled by generations of children who attend the school. For
many this will be the first time they've ever seen or touched
something that isn't from planet Earth. Geoff's Aerolite
Meteorites company selected and provided an educational
discount so that this sample that landed in Argentina 4,000+
years ago could be a literal touchstone for so many children in
Byron Bay. (Dylan O’Donnell)

We were lucky enough to get a
close up look and feel of the
meteorite. It was deceptively
heavy for its size.
We even had a visit from the
local swans.
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CARERS QLD. NEXT OBSERVATION NIGHT. Ralph Dunn
This is the 3rd attempt to host this night, as the weather gods have been unkind.
Here’s hoping for clear skies this time Saturday August 18th is scheduled for the next observation/BBQ evening.
Starting time is 6pm; volunteers are being called on to man the scopes, the BBQ, car
park and sky tour. So please, if you’d like to lend a hand, you would be very welcome
to join in.
Anyone wishing to come along to assist on the night, observe or with any
questions/enquiries, please contact Ralph Dunn on 0422998718 or email
ralphd2754@gmail.com, or Brendan Junge on email brendan@inmotionfitness.com.au
Volunteers will be contacted a week out from the event to confirm.

.
6
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Telescopes and Astronomers
persons for the BBQ
person for a Laser Sky Tour
person to assist with car parking

Thanks to all those members who have volunteered to help out on the night in the
past.

Thank you again to SAS for your support – Ralph Dunn
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Are you ready for Qld Astrofest 2018?
25 Years of Qld Astrofest Held Under the Milky
Way Since 1993

Astrofest 2018 will mark 25 years at Lions Camp
Duckadang near Linville, between Friday, 3rd
August and Sunday, 12th August 2018.

Registrations are now open!!
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Online registrations close 8pm 29 July:
Prices:
Early Bird Rate * Normal
Adult $29 / day $31 / day
Pensioner $26 / day $28 / day
Child $22 / day
Daypass $6 / day
Lunches $12 each
Dinners inc dessert $14 each
Astrofeast Lunch $16 each
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Lateral Events and the Royal Institution of Australia Present

Professor Kip Thorne
What’s NEXT?
Let’s talk gravitational waves, black holes, wormholes, dark matter and time travel.
Lateral Events is delighted that American Nobel Prize-winning theoretical physicist Professor Kip
Thorne has accepted our invitation to travel to Australia to lead an eminent panel discussion delving
into how scientific advances will change how we live our lives and how the world we live in will change
for ever.
What’s NEXT? is a series of live shows that brings the brightest and most articulate scientific,
innovative and comedic minds together to discuss what’s next in science, technology and
engineering.
Kip Thorne will discuss the area of his Nobel Prize work: the past, present and future of gravitational
wave research and multi-messenger astronomy, their remarkable technology, and their future impact
on human understanding of the universe in which we live.
Joining Kip Thorne will be astronomer Professor Alan Duffy and Robin Ince, co-host of The
Infinite Monkey Cage and award-winning British comedian.
Prof Kip Thorne is an American theoretical physicist and Nobel laureate, known for his contributions
in gravitational physics and astrophysics. A long-time friend of Stephen Hawking and Carl Sagan, he
was one of the leading experts on the astrophysical implications of Einstein’s general theory of
relativity.
Initially, Thorne said, he never believed he would live to see technology that could reliably detect
gravitational waves. He expressed scepticism in a textbook he was writing on Albert Einstein’s
general relativity when MIT physicist Ray Weiss proposed a method of observing gravitational waves
with laser interferometry.
“It was obvious to me that Ray was crazy or stupid or something,” Thorne said. “I
described the idea very briefly, and then I wrote ‘this is not very promising.’”
In 2017 Prof Thorne was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics, along with Rainer Weiss and Barry C
Barish, “for decisive contributions to the LIGO detector and the observations of gravitational waves.
Thorne said. “Gravitational waves are oscillations of the very fabric, or shape, of space and
of time.”
Professor Alan Duffy is a Research Fellow and Associate Professor at Swinburne University and
Lead Scientist at The Royal Institution of Australia (RiAus).
He is a professional astrophysicist creating universes on supercomputers to understand how galaxies
form and to probe the nature of dark matter. Prof Duffy is a member of SABRE, the world’s first
dark matter detector in the Southern Hemisphere, based at the bottom of a gold mine at SUPL
(Stawell Underground Physics Laboratory) in Victoria.
As the world lurches towards an era of alternative facts, it is imperative for us to have a critical
understanding of many emerging technologies, innovations and scientific endeavours that will
determine what’s likely to happen NEXT. From the way businesses will run, the way we live our
personal lives, to the way we get about, communicate, combat pandemics or save the planet.
TOURING DATES
DATE

CITY

Thursday 13 September

Brisbane

Great Hall - BCEC

Saturday 15 September

Melbourne

Palais Theatre

Wednesday 19 September Sydney

VENUE

State Theatre

Go to the link for bookings:
https://lateralevents.com/public-events/whats-next-2018/
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Members’ Gallery
Jenny Robinson - our UK correspondent . Ashmoleum Meuseum
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Members’ Gallery, cont ~
Chris Wheeler - Leyburn weekend
Lagoon Nebula in Sagittarius
M60 one of 2 galaxies in
Coma Berenice.

Swan Nebula in Sagittarius

NGC 4725 - one
of 4 galaxies in
Coma Berenice

Trifid Nebula
I have been experiencing poor pointing with my scope for the last few
weeks, to the point where I had become exasperated. I drive a Meade
12”LX200 SC telescope mounted on a Skywatcher EQ8 equatorial mount.
When balancing, which I do every time I use it, I have been following the
precept that the balance should be heavier in the east to keep the mount
lifting and hence the gears of the motor drive constantly engaged. My setup
is very heavy, and difficult to fine tune. I abandoned this approach over the
weekend and set the scope to balance at all points.
Next, I went into the hand controller and hit ‘Reset Factory Settings’ to clear
away past history, especially redundant settings.
Next, I re-configured the settings in PHD Guiding, noticing in the process
that one or two had been wrong. Hard to see those numbers in little boxes
in the dark. Best done in daylight.
Sunday night turned out to be clear with no wind and no dew.To my delight,
both pointing and guiding were also excellent.
All images were taken with my Canon EOS 6D digital SLR , with ISO set to 1600 and exposure time from 5 minutes to 10 minutes,
and 6 to 8 exposures. Darks and Bias frames were also taken, but no flats.
The images of galaxies in Coma Berenice were taken first because they transited early in the north., and were affected by a very
bright crescent moon.
I use Star Tools for processing and now that I have become familiar with it, find it easy to use.
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Members’ Gallery, cont ~
Klaus Schlussler
No this is not a Hubble Image but a image from Friday (1 June) of deeeep space.
some of the galaxy's are over 200 million light years away. Captured in just over 90 min.
Main focus is on the Eye's Galaxy's NGC4435 on the bottom right zoom in to get the detail, far better on the Tiff image but this
one is over 100MB

Greg Bock - 28 June
"Billions upon billions of
stars"...this what a galaxy is
made of according to Carl
Sagan, and I think I
managed to photograph
most of them in this photo of
our galactic home here as
the Milky Way rose above
our heads at Leyburn in mid
June 2 weeks ago.
As well, and closer to home,
Jupiter is the bright white
star-like object right of top
centre, Mars is the bright
reddish/orange point at lower
left, and Saturn is almost
lost just left of the brightest
part of the glowing centre of
the Milky Way.
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For Sale
Alwyn Milligan ~ Phone 0435 089 326
1 x Saxon ackromat 150mm focal length 1200mm
1 x EQ5 Goto mount with tripod, diagonal, eyepiece,
$600 the lot

Chris Wheeler ~ Phone 0412 552 322
(Buyers to pick up or pay postage.)
Canon EOS 400D - $350.00 for this combo
Although an older model, this camera has
hardly been used. It belonged to my son in law
who is more comfortable with the camera in his
iPhone. It comes with a Canon 24mm f2.8 lens
with manual or auto focus. Ideal for wide sky or
landscape photos. Included are two batteries,
charger and four Flash Cards ranging from
64mb to 8GB.
Canon EOS 550D body only - $350.00
It is in excellent working condition and comes with two
batteries and charger.
You will need to supply your own lens and SD card.

Plustek Optic Film 7 200 Slide and 35mm
film scanner - $150
Good quality, reliable. This scanner is still
freely available at retail stores and will cost in
the order of $400-450 new. The unit and
attachments are all in first class order and have
very successfully digitized my old slide library.
It comes with a handy carry case, USB 2 cable,
power transformer, two slide magazines and
one 35mm film magazine, plus full
instructions.Contact on above phone number
for further details.
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Society Information
Contacts:
ACTING PRESIDENT - Brendan Junge
brendan@inmotionfitness.com.au
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER - JOE ZERAFA Ph 0421 886 376
Society postal address ~ Southern Astronomical Society Inc,
PO BOX 867, Beenleigh Qld 4207

Meeting venue:
Restoration Society, 193 Rifle Range Road Pimpama

Committee Meeting 5:30 pm,
General Meeting 7.30pm

THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon
copy email so others cannot see your email address - if
you do not want Event Horizon emailed please inform
the sender. The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon
may contain images of or may identify members/friends
attending Society & non-Society events (Meetings, Astro
quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field Nights and
Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would prefer
this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing.
If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution,
please contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a
future meeting. Images presented in Event Horizon and
on the SAS Web Site are presented in good faith as the
original work of the person submitting them. The SAS
and its members accept no responsibility or liability
whatsoever if the person submitting them has used
another person’s property without their permission or
consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the
copyright of the contributor (unless otherwise specified)
and comprise their own technical and/or other
information and are not necessarily the opinion of SAS
or its members.

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE
2018 DATES: Friday to Sunday, 13th to 15th July 2018
● This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbie & Mark Bolton who are now living permanently
on site. Please respect the family’s privacy by only going out to the property on a New Moon weekend
and introducing yourself when you arrive to Mark and Debbie. Please ring Debbie on her mobile for more
information about directions and any other inquires that you have about going out to the property on
0428 248526...thank you.
● *By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.
● $5 contribution per adult per night (please pay in honour tin in site caravan)
● LEYBURN 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast
● ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS available in town cost $85 per room - book on
07 46950155
● WEATHER : very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold - come prepared
● KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates, utensils
● POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!
● DRINKING WATER: BYO
● LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
● SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers ($2) with great burgers, ice etc &
local hotel with great value meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
● MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely

● DAY & NIGHT ARRIVAL LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to main observing field you willbe greeted & guided to a park
● CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake. *So please take care in and
around the toilet and under caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for an enjoyable weekend.
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SAS Calendar 2018

Website at http://sas.org.au

From February 2018 Monthly Meetings & Observing Nights Held At
South Coast Restoration Society, Heritage Park, Pimpama
193 Rifle Range Road, Pimpama QLD 4209
(Exit 49 off the M1 at Pimpama)
Jenny Robinson (President)
Mobile: 0468 602 846

For further information contact
Membership Officer: Joe Zerafa

E-mail: lynneandjenny@gmail.com

Mobile: 0421 866 376

MEETING DATES 2018
MEETINGS

LEYBURN

Committee 5:30pm

New Moon Weekends
Friday to Sunday

General

7:30pm

JANUARY

No meeting

19th to 21st

FEBRUARY

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

MARCH

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

APRIL

Saturday 7th

13th to 15th

MAY

Saturday 5th

11th to 13th

JUNE

Saturday 2nd

15th to 17th

JULY

Saturday 28th

13th to 15th

AUGUST

Saturday 25th

10th to 12th

Saturday 22nd AGM

7th to 9th

OCTOBER

Saturday 27th

5th to 7th

NOVEMBER

Saturday 24th

9th to 11th

DECEMBER

TBC

7th to 9th

SEPTEMBER

OTHER DATES

First meeting at Pimpama

Easter Holidays 30/3 to 2/4

StarStuff 2 @ Byron Bay 7th & 8th

InOMN 2018 (Moon Night) TBC

Xmas BBQ TBC

*Please Note: Extra observing nights & solar days will be added during the year. Please check the current
EH newsletter for details.
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Links & Resources
From the SAS website
World Science Festival is held in Brisbane in March. For those interested in other fields of science as well as astronomy,
videos of some of the past lectures are now available on line. http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/
http://www.queensland.com/en-us/event/world-science-festival-brisbane
Astro Anarchy carries a vast range of accessories, an expanded range of tubes and mounts and binoculars by the dozen and
offers mail order if you wish. Now at Shop 240, Level 2, Myer Centre, Brisbane. Phone Mike or Pete 0412 085 224.
They also conduct Dark Sky Star Parties at Wyaralong Dam west of Beaudesert once a month and information can be found on
Facebook (Astro Anarchy) or on their website, Astro Anarchy.com.au
Sirius Optics has had a great tradition of supporting the requirements of the astronohttp://www.queensland.com/enus/event/world-science-festival-brisbanemy community and the new management will continue to do so. Discounts for SAS
members are available on some items. Located at 1/26 Darnick St, Underwood QLD 4119 Ph 3423 2355
Link : http://www.sirius-optics.com.au/
Bintel for all your astromical gadgets.Telephone: (02) 9518 7255, Fax: (02) 9518 5711. Email: info@bintel.com.au
Street address: 84 Wentworth Park Road Glebe NSW 2037 (use coupon code SAS30 for 10% off )
https://www.bintel.com.au/

BrisScience - presented by the University of Queensland. The talks are held once a month on a Monday night at the Qld
State Library – The Edge, at Southbank near the Art gallery and Qld museum. Free entry, just needs people to register.
There’s usually a supper provided as well which gives the general public an opportunity to speak to the presenters. Also, the
talks are available online from the website https://brisscience.wordpress.com/
The Science Nation - Join world leading researchers, gifted comedians, and professional science communicators as they
battle wits and wittiness to uncover the top science stories. Hosted by well-known figure of stage and science, Dr Joel Gilmore,
you’ll be guaranteed a night of entertainment, competition and comedy – and perhaps even education! Venue: The Edge, State
Library of Queensland, South Brisbane. Tickets: $10 online, $15 at the door (cash only). https://thesciencenation.com/
BOSS Supernova Search : Amateur collaboration of 6 friends from Australia and New Zealand who have worked together as a
group since mid 2008 to search, discover, record, and report new supernovae in the southern sky.
http://www.bosssupernova.com/
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium: located in the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. It features entertaining and
informative programs for children and adults. Learn more about our universe as you enjoy the different Planetarium
facilities available, including the Cosmic Skydome, Display Zone, Mini Theatre, Observatory, and the Galaxy Gift shop. One of
the venue's highlights is the optical star projector used to recreate a stunning realistic night sky on the 12.5 metre diameter
projection dome. The display area takes you on an astronomical journey, and includes a life-size replica of Neil Armstrong’s
lunar space suit, as well as digital and other displays. Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
Kingaroy Observatory opened for business on 29 June 2015 at the Kingaroy Airport.
4164 5595 or 0427 961391. Link: https://www.kingaroyobservatory.com/
Queensland Astrofest held at Lions Camp Duckadang near Linville is an annual event held over a period of approximately 10
days, usually in late July or early August. Check the link for details.
http://www.qldastrofest.org.au/
Starfest Siding Spring: StarFest is the weekend (October long weekend each year) extravaganza of events hosted by Siding
Spring Observatory during Festival of the Stars and includes the popular Bok Lecture, the exciting Science in the Pub and the
full array of Open Day activities that occur on top of Siding Spring Observatory.
http://www.starfest.org.au/
Mount Stromlo Observatory (MSO) is the headquarters of the Research School of Astronomy and Astrophysics, located
approximately 18km southwest of the centre of Canberra, in the ACT. Since much of the site was damaged in the 2003
Canberra bushfires, reconstruction of MSO has included the development of the Advanced Instrumentation Technology Centre
and rebuilding the heritage Commonwealth Solar Observatory building. Tours and observing nights are available via the link:
http://rsaa.anu.edu.au/observatories/mount-stromlo-observatory
Sydney Observatory Sky Maps and much more
https://maas.museum/observations/category/monthly-sky-guides/
Sunshine Coast Dark Sky Astronomers (Australia)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1103539463014476/
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