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Presidential Musings
Hello SAS members,
I hope you and your families are doing well. It is a very exciting
time in the SAS calendar. A time where we introduce your
committee for 2020/2021 and thank all those who served in
2019/2020.
Whilst we would love to have everyone meeting at the clubhouse
to share this special occasion, we are going to delve into the
Zoom universe and hold our first virtual general meeting. See

together to help the Southern Astronomical Society bring the
wonders of the astronomical sciences to our community.
Finally, on behalf of the SAS I would like to thank you for your
understanding and patience during the restrictions which prevent
us from holding our usual meetings and get-togethers. I really
appreciate your continued support of your Southern Astronomical
Society! We hope that sooner rather than later we can see your
smiling faces in person.

what I did there…..

Until then...

I want to personally thank those members stepping down: Julie
Lancaster, Colin Drescher and Tony Kim. Thank you for all your
help as part of the committee. Your amazing efforts have helped
shape the SAS into the great club it is today. I, the rest of the
committee and the membership greatly appreciate all of your
efforts.

Get your gear out and point it up...at home..

I want to welcome your new committee members, Caleb Kam and
Tom McPhail. Tom is taking on creating our Event Horizon and I
am looking forward to seeing how he puts his stamp on it. Very
exciting.
And thank you to those continuing on the committee:
Brendan Carr, Bronwyn Smith, Bryan Pott, Jenny Robinson, Mark
Podesta, and Russell Brown. I can’t wait to see what we can do

Regards,
Brendan Junge (President)

M4 and Alniyat - Klaus Schlussler
• Date: 16/08/2020
• 21 x 240 sec light + 5x darks + dark flats & flats
• ASI ZWO 294 Pro target part of RHO Ophiuchi.

A note from the Editor
Hello SAS members,
Welcome to my first newsletter as the
editor. Thank you to everyone who made
contributions this month, I hope you like
what you see, but of course feedback is
always welcome. I do plan to continue to
evolve my efforts and hopefully you’ll
enjoy the results.

I’m looking forward to getting to know everyone as the months
roll by in these strange times. And in the meantime…..
Eyes to the sky :)
Tom

I’d also like to again take the opportunity to thank Julie Lancaster
for all of her hard work and I’m very appreciative of all the support
she has provided. I certainly hope that I can continue along the
lines of the great work she has done to date.
We have a host of great contributions this month, Klaus Schlussler,
Mike Geisel, Dylan O’Donnell, Noeleen Lowndes, Caleb Kam,
Jennifer Robinson and NASA
A very brief intro to me, I’m a Software Engineer by day and like all
of you a lover of the night sky at every opportunity I get, with two
small children and a propensity for late nights that doesn’t always
go to plan though.
As you can probably guess from my career choice I often spend a
lot of time automating things, and this has not been an exception
when it comes to my astro gear, sometimes to the detriment of
actually taking photos.
One of many Raspberry Pi testing sessions

M20 (Trifid Nebula) - Mike Geisel
• Sky Watcher Esprit APO 150 + EQ8 mount + ZWO 1600MM Pro
• LRGB 10/5/5/5 @ 5 minutes
• Post in Nebulosity 4 and Lightroom

amateur and professional alike with these images using the
simplest of equipment.

Erwin Van der Velden

Erwin’s basic kit included a Celestron C8”
Schmidt Cassegrain linked to an “Erwinised”
Nikon D70 and similarly altered webcam.

The 27th of September marks the 15th anniversary of
the passing of Erwin Van der Velden (1966- 2005). The
original tribute published in SKY & SPACE with the
assistance of Renato Langersek, Phil Pidgeon and
Erwin’s family has been reproduced here from the
original article.

In his quest to achieve ‘that’ perfect image Erwin
was well known for tweaking his equipment
ruthlessly, thus voiding any manufacturer’s
warranty in the process.

On 27 September 2005 the Australian astronomy
community lost one of its favourite sons - Erwin Van
der Velden - a well-renowned astrophotographer died
suddenly at the young age of just 39 years.
Erwin was well known to everyone who was serious
about imaging. Of particular note, Erwin was regarded
as one of the world’s leading planetary imagers with
many of his images making the pages of astronomical
magazines and websites across the globe.

Erwin Van der Velden 1966-2005

Anyone that spent time with him would have
fond memories of his gentle, friendly nature and
incredible knowledge. He was so willing to
share. but who could forget Leyburn observing
weekends when one would occasionally hear
out of the darkness some Dutch cursing that
escaped all subtlety when something was not
going right with Erwin’s equipment.

Some of the lesser-known but spectacular achievements of
Erwin’s efforts include obtaining detailed surface images of
Ganymede and imaging previously uncharted detail of the
surface of Mercury. Some of these images are today being used
by the professional scientific community.

Coming from Holland in 2002 to a land without any family or
friends, Erwin made up for lost time and the list of friends he had
made in the last 3 years could fill a book.

How Erwin achieved these results that no other person was able
to achieve is even more amazing.

Erwin was an active member of the SAS and BAS at the time of his
passing.Erwin loved the night sky of Leyburn best of all with the
support and endorsement of his family, Erwin’s ashes have been
sealed in a special memorial cairn at the SAS Leyburn dark sky
observing site south-west of Toowoomba.

From his traditional roots in Holland, Erwin was always a person of
simple needs and astounded many of his fellow astronomers,

Erwin loved Australia so much he became an “official” Aussie this
year on 26th January 2005.

Corona Australis - Dylan O’Donnell
• ~3hrs C11” EHD, ZWO1600MM & QHY26C
See Dylan’s typically detailed description and discussion on the Tube: https://t.co/c7rxYtA4tr

In the Sky
Spring is here, and though we are still somewhat restricted in our
movements there is plenty to look at in the sky. Dylan O’Donnell
and Noeleen Lowndes contributed to a great article viewable on
the ABC online An astrophotographer's guide to the August night
sky.
Although the tagline is a few days out of date I think it’s
something that I for one too often forget:

“If you're an avid photographer or you're just curious about
the night sky, then August is the month to step outside and
look up.”

The September Sky

Noeleen Lowndes

Barnard’s Galaxy - Caleb Kam

About SAS
The SAS was formed in 1986 to promote Amateur Astronomy. The
Society actively encourages Observational Astronomy,
Astrophotography, T elescope and Observatory Construction. Many of
our members specialize in one or more forms of observing and have
indeed become very profi cient. Our members have contributed data
for lunar & planetary observations, comet observations, variable star
observations and supernova searching. Some members enjoy building
telescopes, including the optics, observatories and ALL our members
have at some time or other enjoyed a good Astro Camp!
Monthly Meetings - Currently, the Society will be meeting once a
month at Oxenford Pony Club, Charlies Crossing Park, Upper Coomera.
Anyone interested is invited to attend a meeting to see what we do, or
to join. Please contact us for further information. All members and
visitors are invited to contribute items of interest at these meetings.
The SAS Calendar is available on the website.
Membership - The membership fee is $35 annually. Membership
cards are valid for 12 months from the date of payment. Financial
members enjoy the facilities of the SAS website, SAS Library and
telescope hire.
SAS Website The SAS Website is a great way to access information
about the upcoming meetings, SAS newsletters, ‘Event Horizon’ (past
and current), SAS outreach, SAS Library information & book lists, Links
& Resources, membership information (fees etc.) and contacts as well
as much more. http://www.sas.org.au/

Telescope hire - There are a number of telescopes available at a
nominal fee for members to hire. Hire fees include a returnable
deposit.
SAS Facebook Group - This is a great place to catch up on the latest
astronomy and space news and to share your photos and ideas to the
wider community as well as advertise items for sale.
2.A - Less than on
Field Nights - These observing nights are held occasionally (weather
permitting), giving members and visitors the opportunity to view the
night sky through telescopes.
Newsletter - 'Event Horizon' is published each month and is available
prior to the meeting dates. The newsletter is emailed out via the SAS
Mailing list (blind copy). All members are encouraged to contribute
articles along with their astrophotography. Please contact us if you
would like to be on the email list. The newsletter is also available on
the SAS website and is posted to the SAS Facebook Page.
Laser Pointers - If members own laser pointers which they use for
astronomy, please see the SAS Secretary. Hand held laser pointers with
an output of greater than 1 milliwatt are restricted items and classed as
weapons. Laser pointers up to 20 milliwatts are permitted for use by
members of ‘recognized astronomical organisations’.
**PLEASE NOTE, SAS TAKES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR MEMBERS
MISUSING LASER POINTERS
Links for both Qld and NSW legislation in relation to laser pointers are
listed here as well as on the website.

Library - The SAS library has a good selection of books available as
well some digital media. Members may borrow items for a period of 2
months. The book list is available as a pdf on the SAS website’s Library
Tab.
NASA, NOAO, ESA, the Hubble Helix Nebula Team, M. Meixner (STScI), and T.A. Rector (NRAO)

SAS Calendar

2020

Meetings
Committee 5:00pm
General 7:30

Leyburn - New
Moon Weekend

January

No Meeting

24th to 26th

February

Saturday 8th

21st to 23rd

March

Saturday 7th

20th to 22nd

April

Saturday TBA

5th to 7th

May

Saturday 9th

22nd to 24th

June

Saturday 6th

19th to 21st

July

Saturday 4th

17th to 19th

August

Saturday 1st

21st to 23rd

September

Saturday 5th (AGM)

18th to 20th

October

Saturday 3rd

16th to 18th

November

Saturday 7th

14th to 16th

December

Saturday TBA

11th to 13th

Other

Easter Holidays

InOMN 26th September

Centaurus A - Caleb Kam

Jupiter, Saturn & Mars in the night sky + Mars ~ Noeleen Lowndes
• Meade 10 inch SCT LX200 + ZWO 120 MC-S + 3x Barlow.
• AVI movies captured and stacked in RegiStax6 and processed in PS CS4

Corona Australis - Jennifer Robinson
• Star Adventurer mount + Canon 70d and 400l lens.
• 30 seconds at 2000iso.
• Stretched in mobile phone!

Jupiter - Mike Geisel
• Sky Watcher Esprit APO 150 + EQ8 + ZWO 290 MC + Teleview Power Mate 2.5
• 3min

Society Information
Postal address: Southern Astronomical Society Inc , PO BOX 867,
Beenleigh Qld 4207
Meeting venue: Oxenford Pony Club, Charlies Crossing Rd,
Upper Coomera
• Committee Meeting - 5:00pm
• General Meeting - 7.30pm

THE FINE PRINT - Event Horizon is sent by blind carbon copy
email so others cannot see your email address – if you do not
want Event Horizon emailed please inform the sender.
The Society’s Web Site and Event Horizon may contain images of
or may identify members/friends attending Society & non-Society
events (Meetings, Astro quiz, Combined Societies Meetings, Field
Nights and Leyburn Astro camps, Astrofest etc); if you would
prefer this not to happen, please advise the Society in writing.
If members require a copy of the Society’s Constitution, please
contact the Membership Officer by mail or at a future meeting.
Images presented in Event Horizon and on the SAS Web Site are
presented in good faith as the original work of the person
submitting them. The SAS and its members accept no
responsibility or liability whatsoever if the person submitting them
has used another person’s property without their permission or
consent. Articles submitted by contributors are the copyright of
the contributor (unless otherwise specified) and comprise their
own technical and/or other information and are not necessarily
the opinion of SAS or its members

PRESIDENT - Brendan Junge
brendan@inmotionfi tness.com.au
SECRETARY – Bronwyn Smith
starlight4bronwyn@outlook.com

SAS Dark Sky Site

*(Please pay Debbi on arrival or place in honour tin, which will be
near the toilet)

LEYBURN - DARK SKY SITE Next New Moon Weekend: Friday
to Sunday, Friday 18th to Sunday 20th September 2020

OTHER INFORMATION

Leyburn is 2.5 hrs drive inland from Brisbane & Gold Coast

• ACCOMMODATION: BYO tent, caravan OR CABINS in town
cost $85 per room - book on 07 46950155

This is a privately owned property - our hosts are Debbi & Mark
Bolton who live permanently on site. The Dark Sky site is for SAS
members only.

• WEATHER: very extreme compared to Brissy, VERY hot/cold come prepared

*By entering the site you agree you do so at your own risk.

• KITCHEN VAN onsite with cooking gas, pots, pans, plates,
utensils

PROTOCOL:

• POWER: BYO Batteries – bring your own power!!

• ACCESS: The property can only be accessed on new moon
weekends unless otherwise pre-arranged.

• DRINKING WATER: BYO

• BOOKING: To book in, ring Debbi on 0428 248 526 and for
more information about directions and any inquires that you
have about going out to the property .
• ARRIVAL: Always LOCK ALL GATES: dip lights at the gate to
main observing field - you will be greeted & guided to a park
• CHECK IN with Mark & Debbi and introduce yourself & pay your
entry fees when you arrive. (This is for your safety and the
owners)
• COST: $10 contribution per adult per night or $15 for the new
Moon weekend to help with the cost of maintaining the
observing field.

• LOO : YES flushing onsite - with loo paper
• SHOP: 5km away - well stocked general store has hot showers
($2) with great burgers, ice etc & local hotel with great value
meals. Shop open 7am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm Sunday.
During drought conditions, the showers may not be available.
• MOBILE PHONE: NEXT G works well (& internet) others barely
• CAUTIONS: heat / cold, flies / mozzies & the occasional snake.
*So please take care in and around the toilet and under
caravans, cars, and wear stout footwear! Also, winters are very
cold (down to -6), so bring lots of warm clothes & bedding for
an enjoyable weekend.

